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President Eisenhower Thanks Synod’s President 


President Eisenhower sent a telegram 
thanking Dr. Behnken, President of 
the Missouri Synod, for the assurance 
of the prayers and best wishes of the 
church body. President Eisenhower 
wired: “Thank you for your message. 
These are difficult days, and so I am 
particularly appreciative of your 
thought and your good wishes.” 

On behalf of the Missouri Synod, 
Dr. Behnken had sent the following 
message to President Eisenhower the 
day following his re-election: 

“By the free expression of our peo- 
ple you have been charged with the 
responsibility of government for an- 
other four years. I know that you will 


Thy Son, our Lord. Amen. 


President and Mrs. Eisenhower 


An Indiana couple was “surprised 
and thrilled” by this message from 
President Eisenhower: “Please accept 
my sincere congratulations on your 
75th wedding anniversary with best 
wishes for many more years of happy 
companionship.” 

More exciting, especially to the dis- 
taff jubilarian, was Mrs. Eisenhower’s 
letter: “I am delighted to join with 
your host of friends and devoted family 
in extending warm and cordial con- 
gratulations on your approaching 75th 
wedding anniversary on November 20: 

“Your joys and sorrows during this 
period have served to deepen and 
strengthen your love and devotion for 
one another, I am sure.” 

Said Mrs. Adam Ehling, who re- 
ceived the letter: “I’ve always liked 
Mamie. It would be just like her to 
do something like that.” 

The diamond jubilarians are Mr. and 
Mrs. Adam Ehling; members of Saint 


Prayer for the Civil Authorities 


O merciful Father in Heaven, who holdest in Thy hand all the 
might of man and who hast ordained: the powers that be for the 
punishment of evildoers and for the praise of them that do well, and 
of whom is all rule and authority in the kingdoms of the world, we 
humbly beseech Thee, graciously regard Thy servants, the President 
of the United States, the Governor of this Commonwealth, our Judges 
and Magistrates, and all the rulers of the earth. May all that receive 
the sword as Thy ministers bear it according to Thy commandment. 
Enlighten and defend them by Thy name, O God. Grant them wisdom 
and understanding, that under their peaceable governance Thy people 
may be guarded and directed in righteousness, quietness, and unity. 
Protect and prolong their lives, O God of our salvation, that we with 
them may show forth the praise of Thy name; through Jesus Christ, 


The Lutheran Hymnal, page 104 


recognize the obligation thus imposed 
upon you not only to our citizenry but’ 


more especially to God, who has or- 
dained organs of power in accordance 
with just law for the welfare of the 
people. 


“Please accept my warmest congrat- 


ulations on your election, with this 


pledge of support and co-operation in- 


your endeavor to maintain domestic 
and international peace. I pray that 


your personal faith in Christ, our 


Savior, will sustain you during the days 
ahead. I shall encourage the pastors 
and people of our church to include 
your administration in their prayers 
and petitions to our heavenly Father.” 


Congratulate Lutheran Couple — 


John’s Lutheran Church, Route 2, 


Monroeville. Their six daughters and — 
a son all came home for the anniver- — 
sary dinner on the same farm where © 


Mr. and Mrs. Ehling have lived since 
they were married. Among their 76 
descendants are 18 grandchildren, 44 


great-grandchildren, and 7 great-great- — 


grandchildren. Pastor H. C. Abram 
conducted the devotions for the anni- 
versary. 

Born 95 years ago in Germany, 
Mrs. Ehling doesn’t have “an ache or 
a pain.” She always helped with the 
farming. “There was nothing I couldn’t 
do on the outside — hay-making, every- 
thing — except plowing.” 

Not so fortunate, her husband, 96, 


has been bedfast for several months. — 


For their parents’ 75th anniversary 
the Ehling children sent a gift of money 
to the Kendallville Old People’s Home, 
where Mrs. Ehling said she would like 
to go when she “gets old.” 


a 


Lutherans in Iowa Sponsor 
Religious Art Exhibit 


Synod’s two Iowa Districts sponsored 
a religious art contest and exhibit dur- 
ing December at the Des Moines Art 
Center. The project was regarded as 
a pioneering venture in the Midwest. 

Contemporary artists in the state 
submitted paintings depicting some 
phase in the life of Christ. The Iowa 
Districts plan to use the 38 paintings, 
selected from more than a hundred 
entries, as a traveling exhibit to tour 
the state. The exhibits will appear at 
art centers, schools, colleges, clubs, and 
fairs “as a public service to proclaim 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” 

Prizes were awarded to seven artists. 
The judge of the exhibit was Siegfried 
Reinhardt, a painter, of Washington 
University, St. Louis. In a lecture at 
the Art Center, Mr. Reinhardt said: 
“The most callous people in the coun- 
try are making cheap church art by 
the tons. The most devoted people are 
sitting in front of it every Sunday, and 
somebody is taking in the cash at the 
expense of good art and good people.” 

The use of contemporary art in 
churches, he said, “does not suggest 
that the church has lost its old truth 
nor that it is making up new concepts; 
but rather that new forms of expression 
are in apparent tribute to the vitality 
of the Christian faith.” 
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RELIGIOUS ART WINNERS. Left: “Cast Out Thy Nets” by David P. Skeggs, director of Sioux City, lowa, Art Center, 
$60 award. Right: “Christ and the Disciples” by Elizabeth Slaughter, instructor at Drake University, Des Moines, $25 award. 
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ARGUS PHOTO. 
Our Savior’ Lutheran Mission, Rich, 
Ark., entered this float in two Christ- 
mas parades. 


Mission Church’s 
Float Commended 


In Rich, Ark., Our Savior’s is a five- 
year-old mission which vicars have 
served. The church, made up mainly 
of young people — “the children of a 
much-neglected community,” Vicar 
H. J. Jording writes — has never had 
a pastor. 

These young people built and entered 
a float in two Christmas parades: at 
Brinkley and at Clarendon, Ark. The 
Brinkley newspaper The Citizen said: 
“While every float was most commend- 
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able, the one that claimed most com- 
ment was that of the church of the 
Lutheran Hour of Rich that was done 
in pure white with a tall revolving cross 
and a replica of an open Bible with the 
Scripture, ‘I am come, a Light unto the 
world, that whosoever believeth on Me 
should not abide in darkness.’ ” 

“The parades were held at night. 
Lights focused on the revolving cross 
and the open Bible,” the vicar said. 

In Brinkley 8,000 people watched 
the parade sponsored by the local Fire 
Department. 


Tito Decorates Head 
of Yugoslavia’s Moslems 


President Tito awarded the Order of 
the Yugoslav Banner, First Class, to 
Ibrahim Fejic, supreme ulema, or 
leader, of Yugoslavia’s 2,000,000 Mos- 
lems, in recognition of the ulema’s 
“public and political services.” 

The first head of a religious com- 
munity in Yugoslavia to receive a high 
decoration from the communist gov- 
ernment was the leader of the Serbian 
Orthodox Church. 

Moslems and Orthodox enjoy rela- 
tively good relations with the Belgrade 
government. In contrast, Roman Cath- 
olic Aloysius Cardinal Stepinac remains 
confined to his native village of Krasic 
and is not permitted to exercise his 
episcopal functions. 
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findu Leaders Praise Work 
f Christian Missionaries 


Nine prominent Indian Hindu lead- 
rs, in a joint statement issued in 
fadras, declared they have had close 
ontact with the work of Christian mis- 
onaries over a period of years and 
yund “it was not our experience that 
wey seek to undermine patriotic or 
ational loyalties.” 

The statement assailed a charge 
rought against missionaries in July by 
committee appointed by the Madhya 
radesh government to probe mission 
tivities in the state. 

Among the signers who praised the 
ligh standards of integrity and public 
vice” of Christian missionaries were: 
idunath Sarkar, former vice-chancel- 
r of Calcutta University; B. V. Nara- 
ana Reddy, general manager of the 
ank of Mysore; Dr. P. Subbarayan, 
yrmer Chief Minister of Madras and 
2w a member of Parliament; Teja 
ngh, retired chief justice of the Pun- 
b High Court; Surendra Nath Sen, 
mer vice-chancellor of the Univer- 
ty of Delhi and sheriff of Calcutta; 
itis Chandra Ghosh, mayor of Cal- 
itta; and P. Parija, vice-chancellor of 
tkal University, Cuttack. 


utheran Community 
lects Jew as Mayor 


The Scandinavian Lutheran city of 
illmar, Minn., with only six Jewish 
milies in the population of 10,000, 
ected Seymour Grossman, a Jew, as 
; mayor. An engineer and pharmacist, 
fr. Grossman has been active in Com- 
unity Chest and PTA activities. 

“T feel the whole happening was more 
compliment to the community than 
_ myself,” he said after the election. 
“or once, a man’s religious or racial 
ickground had no bearing. I just hope 
can do the job that many of my sup- 
yrters claim I can do.” 


‘alls for Re-examination of 
hurches’ Tax-free Status 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, president 
' the National Council of Churches, 
led for a re-examination of the tax- 
ee status of religious institutions, as 
> addressed a joint assembly of the 
CC’s division of home missions and 
hristian life and work, meeting in 
\dianapolis. 

So much untaxed wealth is falling 
to the hands of the churches, he said, 
hat in time no alternative but revo- 
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lution and expropriation may seem to 
lie before the people. We need to face 
this threat before it becomes unsoly- 
able, leading to anticlerical violence as 
it did in eastern Europe.” 

The freedom of American parents 
to send their children to church or 
private schools must be safeguarded, 
he cautioned, “even though on other 
grounds we may believe it is best for 
the nation that most children attend 
public, tax-supported schools.” 

In Spain, Dr. Blake stated, “a single 
church controls the educational system, 
and all children, including those of 
Protestants, must attend schools which 
are under the direction of the Roman 
Church.” 


Auca Slayings Spur 
Mission Recruitment 


A direct effect of the killing of five 
American missionaries by Auca Indians 
in Ecuador last January is the volun- 
teering of some 2,000 young persons 
for foreign mission work. Rev. Robert 
B. Savage, program director of Radio 
Station HCJB, Quito, Ecuador, made 
this report in Milwaukee, where he 
visited the parents of one of the slain 
missionaries, T. Edward McCully. The 
Quito station is sponsored by the 
World Radio Missionary Fellowship. 

The station official said he had heard 
of the volunteers through pastors of 
various congregations. There might be 
others of whom he had no report, he 
stated. 

The widows of all five missionaries 
have returned to Ecuador to help in 
mission work. 


Four Lutheran Groups 
to Proceed Toward Union 


Forty-two delegates from four Amer- 
ican Lutheran churches voted in Chi- 
cago to form a constitution for a united 
church that would include articles of 
doctrine as weil as “practical matters 
of organization.” 

Involved in the merger plan are the 
2,270,000-member United Lutheran 
Church in America; the 536,000-mem- 
ber Augustana Lutheran Church; the 
35,000-member Finnish Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of America (Suomi 


Synod); and the 20,000-member Amer- 


ican Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

“The goal of all of us is a total 
Lutheran Church in America,” said 
Dr. Oscar A. Benson of Minneapolis, 
president of the Augustana body, who 
Was temporary chairman during the 
two-day meeting in Chicago. 
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District Reaches Goal 

by Giving 

in Monthly Installments 

The California and Nevada Dis- 
trict pledged $205,000 to Synod’s 
budget for 1956, which approxi- 
mated a “fair share” for us. We did 
not haye an easy time raising one 
twelfth of this amount each month. 
About one half of our congregations 
remitted one twelfth of their goal 
monthly. Each of the congregations 
contributing in excess of $5,000 
operated with borrowed money. My 
hat is off to them. This is the prac-- 
tice that I think could well be fol- 
lowed throughout Synod if ever we 
are going to get to the point of 
doing our duty toward the Lord’s 
work at large. 

We have consistently preached to 
our people and to those who are in 
positions of leadership within our 
District that we must be as con- 
scientious to Synod as we are to our 
pastors in the payment of their 
salaries. 

During 1957 at least two thirds 
of the congregations of the Cali- 
fornia and Nevada District will 
be contributing monthly their one 
twelfth. It isn’t done with a wand 
or a few passes of the hand. By the 
grace of God the members of the 
California and Nevada District have 


_ seen what needs to be done and are 


striving valiantly to do it. 

We have not only pledged $230, 
000 for 1957, but with the help of 
the Holy Spirit we will contribute 
this sum in twelve equal monthly 
installments. Unless there is a catas- 
trophe or something else that we 
cannot now foresee, Synod will have 
this amount, 

Remitting one twelfth of one’s 
fair share each month, even if the 
congregation or District must bor- 
row the money, is, I believe, a most 
important step in raising the funds 
necessary for the world-wide work 
of the Kingdom. 


Arthur C, Nitz 


President 
California and Nevada District 


Catholic Church 
Shows Luther Film 


The Gary Post-Tribune of Novem- 
ber 24 announced that the next day 
Rev. Daniel Cyganowski, pastor of Di- 
vine Providence Polish National Cath- 
olic Church, 15th and Delaware Street, 
“will show the film Martin Luther at 
6:15 P. M. Sunday in the church hall. 


“ ‘Tt is my intention that we Catholics 
know more about this great man of 
God, who helped to check the com- 
mercialism and atheistic tendencies of 
the early church,’ Cyganowski. said. 
‘The film will alert us to remedy that 
which is unchristian and _ paganistic 
today.” 

In nearby Chicago the film, orig- 
inally scheduled for its TV premiere 
on WGN-TV at 10 P. M. December 21, 
was canceled “after the station received 
what it described as a ‘flurry of pro- 
tests’ over plans to show the film,” the 
Chicago Daily News reported Decem- 
ber 20. “Most of those who protested, 
according to a WGN spokesman, felt 
that the film is ‘anti-Catholic and at- 
tacked the Catholic Church.’ ” 

The station said its reason for can- 
celing the film was the wish not to 
antagonize any segment of Christian 
opinion. 

Msgr. E. M. Burke said the chancery 
office of the archdiocese of Chicago 
made no protest over the showing of 
the film —nor had Cardinal Stritch. 
“Any protests were made by Catholics 
as individuals,” Msgr. Burke stated, ac- 
cording to the newspaper reports. 


Former Pension Executive Dies 


Rev. F. Gerhard Kuehnert, 82, for- 
mer administrator of Synod’s Pension 
Plan and first executive secretary of the 
synodical Board for Support and Pen- 
sions, died December 3 in a Chicago 
nursing home. 

Funeral services were conducted De- 
cember 6 in Immanuel Church, Crystal 
Lake, Ill., a parish Pastor Kuehnert had 
served 30 years. 

The son of Carl and Ida Tuersch- 
mann Kuehnert, Friedrich Gerhard 
Kuehnert was born November 21, 
1874, in Burgstaedt, Saxony, Germany. 
After attending Koenigs Gymnasium in 
Chemnitz, Saxony, he graduated from 
Concordia College, Milwaukee, 1893, 
and the St. Louis Seminary, 1896. 

He held pastorates at Sharon and Big 
Prairie Foot, Wis.; Omaha, Nebr.; and 
Crystal Lake, Harvard, and Cary, Il. 

He became executive secretary of the 
Board for Support and Pensions in 
1917. He resigned his Crystal Lake 
pastorate in 1934 but continued to 
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Rev. F. G. Kuehnert 


serve Holy Cross Church in Cary while 
he worked on Synod’s new Pension 
Plan. 

He was named chairman of the 
synodical Board in 1937, when the 
plan was adopted as an actuary and 
retirement program for the pastors and 
teachers serving the congregations of 
Synod. 

Pastor Kuehnert helped to develop 
a retirement program which has been 
used as a pattern by other church 
bodies. In 1944 he resigned as pastor 
of the Cary congregation to devote his 
full time to the administration of the 
Pension Plan. His retirement in 1949 
marked 53 years of his service to the 
church. 

His wife, the former Clara Erbe of 
St. Louis, whom he married in 1901, 
died in 1954. Two sons also preceded 
him in death: Dr. Arno J., Santa 
Monica, Calif.; and Dr. Kurt K., in 
an airplane accident during a year of 
service with the Grenfell Mission in 
Newfoundland. 


Pastor Kuehnert is survived by three 
sons: Rev. Edward C., St. Louis; Dr. 
Robert G., San Francisco; and Max L.., 
Crystal Lake; and four daughters: Mrs. 
George Scheel, Chicago; Mrs. R. M. 
Libby, Princeton, Ill.; Mrs. V. Z. Pav- 
lenko, Peoria, Ill; and Mrs. George 
Kanberg, Denver, Colo. 


Faith Healer Dies of Polio 


Evangelist Jack Coe, 38, Texas faith 
healer, died in Dallas of bulbar polio, 
December 17. He operated the Dallas 
Revival Center and the Herald of Heal- 
ing at Waxahachie, Tex., and preached 
extensively throughout the South. 

Earlier last year Mr. Coe and several 
of his associates were named defend- 
ants in a $150,000 damage suit brought 
by the parents of a three-year-old vic- 
tim of polio whose leg braces the evan- 
gelist allegedly had ordered removed. 
The suit was dismissed. 
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Briefly Told ‘| 


e Synod’s employees in the Lutheram} 
Building, St. Louis, contributed $189.79} 
for Hungarian Relief. — Anyone wish} 
ing to give to Hungarian Relief may 
send the contribution to Synod’s Treas 
urer, 210 N. Broadway, St. Louis 2 
Mo., or to Board for World Relie 
307 W. 6th St., Royal Oak, Mich. 


® Last September an instructor came 
to the St. Louis Seminary from thé 
East. Before Christmas a ruptured ap 
pendix put his life in mortal danger 
The congregation in New Jersey which 
he had served for four years as the 
founding pastor sent a nurse to attend 
him during his illness. Members of the 
congregation took care of the nurse’s 
young children while she was on her 
errand of mercy. A layman made the 
trip from New Jersey to St. Louis to 
look after the welfare of the forme 
pastor’s family. 

The love of the parish followed the 
shepherd and spoke from afar in quiet 
eloquence during weeks that were grave 
and critical. It was their last earthly 
tribute to a beloved servant of the Lord. 


® Three Districts — the California 
and Nevada, the Ontario, and the 
Southern — for the first nine months 
of Synod’s fiscal year 1956 maintained 
a perfect record of sending each month) 
one twelfth of their budgetary goals for 
the Lord’s work. 


®@ Two southwestern Idaho farmers, | 
Alfred Boehlke and John Martens,| 
drove about 500 miles, December 4,) 
to deliver a truckload of food to Con-| 
cordia College, Portland, Oreg. The 
shipment consisted of approximately 
500 cans of fruit and vegetables; 40 
612-lb. packages of hamburger; 21 tins 
of frozen cherries; 6 sacks of potatoes; 
and 3% gallons of honey. 


®@ This Day, the family magazine 
which Concordia Publishing House 
founded in 1949 with 29,000 charter 
subscribers, reached the 100,000 mark 
in December. For the first time — but 
only in St. Louis—the magazine ap- 
peared on newsstands, January 8. 


@ The LUTHERAN WITNESS now has 
410,000 subscribers, a growth of about 
60,000 over last year. 


® On December 7, three pastors of 
Synod died: Hermann M. Bauer, Emil 
H. Quast, and Adolf F. Schlifke (see 
pp. 21—22). Paul H. Riedel, who died 


young instructor of philosophy at the | 
St. Louis Seminary, who died June 3 
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his article appeared in the Wichita 

-ansas) “Beacon,” March 13, 1955. 

1e author, Dr. C. J. Stuckwisch, is a 

ember of Holy Cross Lutheran 

hurch of that city and professor 
chemistry at the Municipal University 
Wichita. 


Perhaps someone familiar with my 
ckground would tell me that I am 
member of The Lutheran Church — 
issouri Synod because my parents 
re members and their parents before 
m. I must acknowledge that my 
‘ly membership in The Lutheran 
urch — Missouri Synod came about 
just that way. With that in mind, 
state my reasons for remaining an 
ive member in the church of my 
uth. 

Any church body that claims to be 
religious organization has beliefs, 
eds, doctrines, or whatever you wish 
call them. This is also true of The 
theran Church — Missouri Synod. 
at is the source of its doctrine? 
ssouri Synod Lutherans believe that 
Bible in all its parts is divinely in- 
red and inerrant; that it is God’s full 
1 final revelation to man; that it is 
ar and not in need of human in- 
pretation. 

The salient points of Biblical doc- 
es are summarized in the Ecumen- 
| Creeds, the Augsburg Confession 
1 the Apology thereto, Luther’s Small 
1 Large Catechisms, the Smalcald 
‘icles, and the Formula of Concord. 
e Lutheran Church — Missouri 
10d holds to these writings. Ad- 
ence to these writings is embodied 
unalterable articles in the constitu- 
1s of all local congregations. The 
tral point of these teachings is that 
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man is justified by grace, through faith 
in Jesus Christ as his Savior. 

The Savior’s great commission to His 
followers is, “Go ye therefore and teach 
all nations. . . .” In accordance with 
this command, the first and foremost 
objective of my church is to spread the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. To accomplish 
this objective, the church has organized 
a well-integrated and aggressive mission 
program, both within our country and 
in foreign nations. Within the United 
States, new mission congregations are 
being organized at the rate of two 
a week. Outside the United States the 
Gospel is being spread to Canada, 
Alaska, Mexico, Central and South 
America, Nigeria, India, Ceylon, For- 
mosa, Hong Kong, Japan, New Zea- 
land, Hawaii, Cuba, New Guinea, the 
Philippines, and various countries of 
Europe. 

To supply congregations and mis- 
sion stations with well-trained pastors, 
my church maintains ten preparatory 
schools (Concordia Senior College 
Opens next fall) and two seminaries 
within our country. In addition it has 
seminaries at Porto Alegre, 
Villa Ballester, Argentina; Monterrey, 
Mexico; Chia Yi, Formosa; Nagercoil, 
India; Tokyo, Japan; and Manila, 
Philippine Islands. 

“This: Is the. Life” (TV) and The 
Lutheran Hour (radio) are auxiliary 
media for “teaching all nations.” 
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Brazil; - 


For the spiritual care of children, 
individual congregations conduct Sun- 
day schools and vacation Bible schools, 
and in many instances maintain paro- 


chial schools. Synod-wide the church 
maintains two colleges for training 
teachers for the parochial schools. 

Teen-agers receive training and guid- 
ance in the Walther League. The Com- 
mission on College and University 
Work co-ordinates the work among 
Lutheran students on college campuses. 

Next to preaching the Gospel, The 
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod 
directs its major energies toward in- 
stitutions of mercy. Nation-wide it has 
24 child care agencies, 18 homes for 
the aged, 29 hospitals and sanatoria, 
four institutions for the handicapped, 
and approximately 200 preaching sta- 
tions for the deaf. 

In summary, my church bases its 
teachings on the Bible and makes every 
effort to safeguard those teachings by 
thorough training of clergy and laymen 
and by confessional standards. The 
church is active, first, in preaching the 
Gospel and, second, in lending a help- 
ing hand to the unfortunate. In this 
way it emulates the Savior when He 
said to the man sick of the palsy, first: 
“Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be 
forgiven thee,” then: “Arise, take up 
thy bed, and go unto thy house.” 

This is why I am a member of The 
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod. 


May I suggest an appropriate motto 
for 1957, one that will help combat 
the materialistic spirit of a disordered 
world? 

The motto is from the Second Epistle 
of St. Paul to the Corinthians: 


THE THINGS WHICH ARE NOT 
SEEN AREF ETERNAL 


A Personal Epistle 


In this Epistle the author becomes 
personal. He does not develop certain 
doctrines, as he does in his Letters to 
the Roman and Galatian Christians. 
The apostle pours out his heart to the 
members of the church in Corinth. He 
unfolds his own philosophy of life, as 
it were. He tells of his own experiences. 

The fourth chapter of the Second 
Epistle to the Corinthians is also auto- 
biographical. Paul writes of the afflic- 
tions that have come upon him, of 
trouble and persecution. 


These afflictions have been harrow- 
ing and distressing. But, he says, what 
of it? They pass away; they are not 
lasting. They belong to the things that 
are seen, the things that are temporal, 
not eternal. 


Temporal Things Pexish 


If St. Paul were living today, what 
would he put among the “things which 
are seen”? -Would he include things 
that people prize so highly, like fine 
clothes, beautiful homes, grand auto- 
mobiles, popularity, success, prosperity? 

To this question the apostle would 


say: “Of course, of course. The term 
is very inclusive, all-comprehensive — 
things that are seen. These things are 
not lasting; they are temporal.” 

Yet what a rush there is for these 
things that are seen! They are the Holy 
Land of the multitude; and what a cru- 
sade they have mapped out to get 
possession of it! And, alas, we all too 
often join in that parade. 

But these things are temporal: Art 
is long, and Time is fleeting | And our 
hearts, though stout and brave / Still, 
like muffled drums, are beating / Fu- 
neral marches to the grave. Yes, to the 
grave. All these things that are seen 
perish. They pass away. 


Unseen Things Eternal 


Nevertheless, thank God, there are 
things which are not temporal, things 
which are eternal. “The things which 
are not seen are eternal,” the apostle 
says. What he means is indicated in 
the next verse: “For we know that if 
our earthly house of this tabernacle 
were dissolved, we have a building of 
God, an house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1). 


Paul is speaking of heaven. Besides 
our visible world there is an invisible 
one, and in it is heaven. Those who 
come to the heavenly homeland see 
Jesus and the angels and the “spirits of 
just men made perfect” (Heb. 12:23). 


What a land! There we have the 
true treasures, those that do not perish 
but are eternal. 


When we talk about these treasures, 
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some people laugh. They say, “Those 
are just childish dreams. Why pay an 
attention to them?” 

We answer that the Word of God 
from Genesis, with its beautiful sto 
of Enoch, to Revelation, with its mag 
nificent vision of the heavenly Jerusa 
lem, testifies to the reality of the things 
that are not seen. 


Strength for Tasks 


Other people say, “Oh, that’s the 
other-worldly view. It’s not held now- 
adays. There may be something to it, 
but you can’t prove it. Look at the) 
tasks before you here and now. Work 
for what has to be done. Tackle the 
problems that face you today.” 


We reply: “Yes, exactly. Just be- 
cause we fully realize that there are 
tasks before us and problems facing us, 
therefore we fix our gaze on the things 
that are not seen, the things that are 
eternal. Thereby we receive strength 
and hope for the performance of our 
work.” 


St. Paul, Augustine, and Luther were 
men of action. They performed a vast 
amount of work. But they fixed thei 
gaze on the bright star of eternal hope, | 
and from it they drew strength for 
their tasks. 


go forward! Beneath your life is a sur 
foundation: Jesus Christ, the same yes 
terday, today, and forever. 
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Guessing or Believing 


\ national magazine, with the co- 
eration of great names and institu- 
ns of science, recently published 
series of articles showing the latest 
yrd in the theory of evolution. An 
itorial in the same magazine stated 
at “except for . . . fundamentalists, 
10 are still fighting, the war between 
arwinism and the Bible has been over 
r many years.” 


Christians, young and old, are often 
sturbed by articles such as the one 
ted and by similar teachings through- 
t the field of secular education. Let 
look at this latest word and see why 
is unacceptable to Christians. More- 
er, there is no reason for us to be 
ncerned over the possibility that we 
ay be holding blindly to our beliefs 
the face of contrary facts. 


TO ARGUE THE INDIVIDUAL CLAIMS OF 
olution is futile because there is no 
mmon ground between evolution and 
igion. The hypotheses of evolution 
sume either the nonexistence of God 
only a nonpersonal ultimate cause 
hind the supposed forces of evolu- 
n. In contrast to these hypotheses 
> Christian church professes as an 
icle of faith that the world came 
being and continues to remain by 

» divine power of a personal God. 


There are three positions a person 
n take in the matter: (1) the accept- 
e of the Scriptural account; (2) the 
eptance of the evolutionary theory; 
(3) the attempt to reconcile the 
Since the Scriptural account and 
evolutionary theory are mutually 
lusive, this attempt cannot be suc- 
sful. Yet there are some “modern” 
testants who say that they can see 
conflict between Scripture and evo- 
n. 


ITHOUT ARGUING A SINGLE POINT, 
ly by examining the language used 
iters in the field, we can see that 
scientist does not have truth and 


certainty. It would be fair to say, how- 
ever, that the theory of evolution is an 
honest search for truth by those who 
reject Scripture. 

In the magazine articles mentioned, 
78 expressions are used 155 times, all 
of which denote various types of hedg- 
ing and uncertainty in the field of evo- 
lution. While with some justice it could 
be argued that some of these expres- 
sions are taken out of the context, yet 
the testimony of the expressions that 
are in the context show that the whole 
structure is founded on sand. Above 
all, it should be noted that an even 
larger number of flat statements in the 
article, made without reservation, can- 
not stand any sort of scientific scrutiny. 
They are hypothetical. 


PUTTING LIKE EXPRESSIONS WITH 
like, we note that the first group con- 
veys the idea that since things do not 
happen rapidly, they will happen if 
given sufficient time. The article in 
question has 25 such terms. The fol- 
lowing examples will illustrate: “evoly- 
ing gradually,” “may have evolved,” 
“emergence,” “there appeared,” “20 
million years or so,” “for untold. mil- 
lenniums,” “during this long period.” 


Another group of terms, represented 
23 times in the articles, are no more 
than wild guesses: “while opinions dif- 
fer,” “most hold that,” “piecing to- 
gether,” “it is thought,” “it seems prob- 
able,” “believed to have,” “may have 
originated,” “it appears that,” “it is 
suspected that,” “indicates; suggests,” 
“until recently, it was believed that.” 


We also find honest admissions in- 
cluded, nine of them: “record is blank,” 
“no one knows,” “there is no evidence,” 
“it is doubtful,” “it is something of a 
mystery,” “it is never possible to draw 
precise analogies,” “no one can define 
with certainty.” 

The “mighty IF” is well represented, 
being used 40 times in various expres- 
sions: “if,” “although,” “possibly,” 
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We have God’s record. 


“perhaps,” “probably,” “may; may 


have been.” 

A group of terms, used 19 times, 
we might call “the clever indefinite’: 
“most of,” “about,” “somewhat like,” 
“virtually,” “partly,” “largely,” “al- 
most,” “apparently.” 

Sixteen times in the articles the wild 
guess is clothed with the dignity of 
authority: “according to some,” “frag- 
ment has convinced some,” ‘as defined 
by,” “hypothetical,” “has given evi- 
dence,” “evidence suggests,” “one of 
the most constant patterns,” “one theory 
suggests,” “postulate,” “has observed,” 
“may be defined,” “it is customary,” 
“drawn from reconstruction based on.” 

On 12 occasions findings do not fit 
the theories, but are nevertheless used 
to round out the story: “it is a curious 
fact that,” “all one can say,” “in any 
event,” “the remarkable fact is,” “do 
not appear to fit precisely,” “somehow,” 
“essentially.” 


A final grouping, used 10 times, is 


the galloping conclusion: “it is quite 
obvious,” “must have been,” “must im- 
ply,” “thus,” “undoubtedly,” “as was 
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doubtless the case, 
“for the most part.” 


among the first,” 


THIS ARTICLE IS BY NO MEANS A CON- 
demnation of science. It condemns 
theory which is often deliberately posed 
as fact. People have been confused and 
sometimes shaken in their faith because 
they could not prove that the theories 
are wrong. They should remember that 


neither can science prove that the 


theories are correct. 

Unlike the vague statements of the 
article, the inspired Word gives a sim- 
ple and magnificent account of the 


‘creation in Genesis. We have a clear 


and satisfying statement of the facts. 
We have God’s record. 
ErIcH A. VON FANGE 
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Witness Comments 


Not by Bread Alone 


A fitting thought for the new year. The old 
year is gone. The new with its opportunities, but 
also with its problems and discouragements and 
adversities, lies before us. 

In order to live, we must eat. If we would 
eat, we must produce. If we would produce, we 
must work. “In the sweat of thy face shalt thou 
eat bread” was the Lord’s verdict to Adam — 
and to us. This is still God’s order. 

But man lives neither by bread nor by labor 
nor by knowledge nor by medicine nor by any 
other human activity or earthly material or power 
alone. God has included these in His plans, but 
His Word, His blessing alone, can sustain us. 

We need to remind ourselves of this fact at 
this season. Frail human beings that we are, we 
are prone to be filled with anxiety about the 
future. Too often we leave God out of our 
reckoning and look to ourselves or our fellow 
men to see us through. 

The key to true security and serenity is faith 
in the unwavering grace and promises of our God. 
“Our cross and trials do but press the heavier 
for our bitterness.” “But they that wait upon the 
Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount 
up with wings as eagles; they shall run and not 
be weary; and they shall walk and not faint.” 


Why No Peace 


“Why can’t the world have peace?” a prominent 
columnist asked recently. “Why all the horror? 
What is so rotten in mankind that from the first 
day he made a club he hit his neighbor over the 
skull with it?” Everything he had read, the com- 
mentator stated, seemed to be “a solid history 
of aggression, intrigue, murder, and mayhem.” 
Anyone who claims he can explain it the writer 
calls a liar. “There is no answer,” he says. 

But there is an answer. The Bible gives it. 
Its Author tells us that the first man God created 
pure and holy rebelled against his Maker and 
by his disobedience plunged the entire human 
race into unspeakable misery and woe. All the 
ills that flesh is heir to became the common lot 
of mankind: hunger, thirst, cold, heat, drought, 
floods, storms, earthquakes, disease, hatred, war, 
death.’ No matter how vehemently men deny the 
fall of man, the truth of the Bible’s answer is 
borne out by experience. The long history of 
man’s aggression and tyranny is due to his evil, 
corrupt nature. Though shocked by the horrible 
crimes man commits against his fellow men, the 
Bible believer kr:ows that such acts are the result 
and curse of sin. 

Christians wi'! do all in their power to support 
organizations for peace, mindful of their Lord’s 
words: “Blessed are the peacemakers,” but they 
know, upon Scriptural authority, that permanent 
success will be achieved only when God’s Gospel 
fills the corrupt hearts of men with the pardon 
of the Prince of Peace. 
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“On Fire” 


- gation of which the Lord said: “Thou art neither 


Eyes Are Not Big Enough 


Unfamiliar Paths 


“Today’s Christian has light but no heat. The 
materialist has heat but no light.” This statemen 
by a European churchman referred especially ta 
the Communists, who, he added, “exceed us b 
their zeal and strong convictions.” 

Is this verdict true of individual Christians 
Of congregations? Of church bodies? Perhaps 
it is.) How many are keeping the saving truth tc 
themselves and are not interested enough to share 
it with those who need it? There was a congre 


cold nor hot.” “Thou art lukewarm.” It was the 
church of the Laodiceans described in Revela+ 
tion 3. A Latin author once said that to se 
others on fire, you must be on fire yourself 
“O Lord, set us on fire!” 


A couple in a St. Louis suburb wanted tq 
adopt a child. They were over the age limit 
according to law, to be entrusted with the care 
of an infant. In the largess of their affection the 
asked for a Korean war orphan. A four-year-old 
boy came during Advent. Although he knew nq 
English, and they no Korean, they spoke wit 
love. 

His eyes are not big enough to see it all. Eve 
new piece of clothing the Korean lad takes tq 
bed with him. He pats his new socks and lay 
them smoothly under the blankets. The joy of 
possession, and all things new! | 

Interested onlookers are saying: “He'll neveq 
get over Christmas! Coming in November, he'll 
think Christmas should last all year.” 

And well it should last forever — not onl 
for the little Korean, but for everyone who ha: 
bowed at Bethlehem. The eyes of faith are no 
big enough to see on earth the wonder of God’ 
love in Christ. Before the world was, He was 
He comes — from the promise in Eden to worle 
without end. We humble ourselves and become 
as little children. O Savior, “Cast out our sin, an¢ 
enter in, Be born in us today”! O Light of the 
Gentiles, come quickly! For the joy of Thy sa ; 
vation, Thy grace, and the mercies that are new 
each morning, we worship and adore Thee. 


“Ye have not passed this way before,” sai 
Joshua as the people of God made ready to enterg 
the Promised Land. He had asked them to fo 
low the Ark of the Covenant. It would lez 
them safely on the hitherto untraveled way. 

We have seen many years — good and bad. 
We have had our joys and sorrows. The younget 
ones among us have tasted but little of lif 
earnestness. Those of us who have gradua' 
from the kindergarten of youth into the hi 
school and college of mature manhood ~ 
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womanhood have become convinced of the poet’s 
observation that “life is real, life is earnest.” 

This conviction forces itself upon us with added 
emphasis as we peer into the heavily veiled future. 
Ahead of us also lies a way which we have not 
passed heretofore. 

But true children of God do not fear. The 
ark of God, His holy Word, still goes before us, 


oose Leaves 


Return to What Religion? 


At the same time that it is becoming more 
“religious,” America is also becoming more 
“secular.” In a poll to determine the most im- 
portant date in universal history, for example, 
thirty outstanding Americans placed the birth of 
Christ in a tie for fourteenth place. At a time 
when people have been buying more Bibles than 
ever before in history, less than 50 per cent of 
the people quizzed could name even one of the 
four Gospels. 

Most Americans will claim to be Protestants, 
Catholics, or Jews. Yet this does not mean that 
the extent of their allegiance is very deep. Much 
of what is preached in church and synagogue 
appears to be pretty thin stuff. 

All of this forces a reassessment of the “return 
to religion” which godly churchgoers take for 
granted as an unambiguously “good thing.” The 
question must be asked, “What is the religion to 
which Americans are returning?” And there is 
impressive evidence that it is something quite 
different from Judaeo-Christian faith. Is it Jane 
Russell’s god as a “livin’ doll”? Is it the “man 
upstairs,” with whom one is to be chummy rather 
than worshipful? Is it, as Rev. Irving Howard 
suggests, “faith as a technique for getting results”? 
Is it graces printed on napkins in Howard John- 
son’s? Is it praying dolls? Is it listening to 
jukeboxes bellowing forth for a nickel, “Faith, 
hope and charity, that’s the way to live success- 
fully,” a notion that would have profoundly 
shocked Paul? 

The evidence is overwhelming that the return 
to religion is not primarily to faith in the God 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, or the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. The new religion 
is faith in faith. — Presbyterian Life. 


“Pray Without Ceasing” 


A group of ministers were discussing this ad- 
monition of Paul and wondered how it could be 
carried out. Many suggestions were proposed but 
none seemed adequate. 

The maid in the house where they were gath- 
ered, hearing the discussion, said she had found 
a way to practice this admonition. “Will you tell 
us how you do it?” she was asked. 

She said, “When I get up in the morning, first 
of all I thank God, who has kept me during the 
night. As I put on my clothes, I pray that I may 
be clothed in the garments of righteousness. 
When I wash myself, I pray that God will wash 
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lighting the way, quieting our fears, giving us 
courage and strength against life’s uncertainties 
and hardships. Confidently we place our hand 
in His and pray: 

Take Thou my hand and lead me, O Savior dear; 
Today, henceforth, and ever till death draws near. 
Thy paths are always blessing, Thy ways are love; 
Oh, keep Thou me and guide me to heaven above. 


away my sins and keep me clean. When I make 
the bed, I thank Jesus because He has made 
a room for me in the heavenly home. When 
I mop and dust, I pray God by His Spirit to 
show me anything unclean in my own life that 
it may be removed. When I prepare the food, 
I thank God that He gives me food for my soul 
in His Word and the Holy Sacrament. 

“All through the day, whatever I do, I pray 
that I may do it diligently as before His face, 
always remembering that I am His servant. And 
when I go to bed, I thank Him for His blessings 
during the day and go to sleep in Jesus’ name.” 

The learned theologians looked at each other. 
This untaught maid had learned a lesson in the 
school of the Spirit that they with all their deep 
ponderings had not learned. 

Paul knew what he was saying when he wrote, 
“Pray without ceasing.” This is something every 
Christian can learn. — Lutheran Messenger. 


Weight of Sin 


A Negro, carrying a bag of potatoes on his 
back, was asked by a skeptic: 

“How do you know you are saved?” 

The Negro took a few steps and then dropped 
the bag. Then he said: 

“How do I know I have dropped the bag? 
I have not looked around.” 

“No,” replied the man. “You can tell by 
the lessening of the weight.” 

“Yes,” went on the Negro, “that is how I know 
I am saved. I have lost the weight of sin and 
sorrow, and have found peace and satisfaction in 
my Savior.” — Christian Cynosure. 


Blessed Brotherhood 


Our Synod is most fortunate to be in altar and 
pulpit fellowship with such church bodies as 
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod, the 
Wisconsin Synod and the Norwegian Synod, with 
whom we are united in the Evangelical Lutheran 
Synodical Conference of North America. We 
share with these sister synods a free and intimate 
unity in doctrine and practice. Such unity is rare. 

The last convention of the Missouri Synod 
(June 20 to 30) confirms our conviction that we 
are in the right camp. There the delegates rep- 
resenting 5,000 congregations spoke clearly and 
unitedly on important issues involving doctrines 
and practices. We know what the Missouri Synod 
stands for. We respect it for its firmness. — 
Lutheran Beacon (Slovak Church). 
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The white building is Synod’s Tokyo Luth eart of the city. The 
four-story building houses the seminary, 20 students, Japan mission office, Lu- 


theran Hour office, chapel seating 400, evening classes for 580 adults, Bible classes, 
and Lutheran bookstore. 
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} oday Japan is one of Synod’s 
st promising mission fields. The 
eat of that nation in World 
r If undermined the people’s 
fidence in their old system, left 
m hungry for something that 
1 truth, hope and strength, and 
de them ready to listen to the 
ior’s Gospel. 

hrough the close co-operation 
he Lutheran Hour and Synod’s 
ssionaries, the Tokyo Lutheran 
nter was established, as well as 
ssion stations in strategic cities. 
seminary in Tokyo now prepares 
ng men for the Lutheran min- 
y. Under God’s blessing the 
yple in Japan have shown re- 
rkable response to the Gaspel 
hrist. The great cry from Japan 
or more missionaries. 


Many children like these little Japanese in Hokkaido will come 
to hear the Gospel if the church will send the men. The mere 
presence of a missionary’s family is a witness. 
the jeep is the child of Rev. Paul Strege. 


On the hood of 
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Numberless refugees have 
only emply stomachs and 
aching hearts 


By WERNER KUNTZ, Director 
The Board of World Relief 
307 West Sixth St. 

Royal Oak, Mich. 


It makes a person heartsick to see the hurt and the sorrow 
that have come to a large segment of the human family. More 
than half of the world’s people are underfed. 

GIs at home will corroborate what I saw in Korea, where 
150,000 war widows — many with children — search desperately 
for some honest means for livelihood. Orphanages built with 
modest Christian funds can care for only a minority of the 100,000 
war orphans. Many children scrounge the streets from necessity. 

In Hong Kong I saw indescribable squalor among refugees 
from Communist China. People live in alleys, passageways, on 
hillsides and rooftops. The picture shows a blind refugee woman 
living alone on a rooftop. Space to sleep is at a premium in Hong 
Kong, the British crown colony of 35 square miles. One father 
told us his address was “in front of No. 26 Victor Street, which 
meant that he and his family had bargained to cook and sleep on 
the sidewalk there. These innumerable refugees have only empty 
stomachs and aching hearts. The majority of the refugees are 
infected with tuberculosis. And no wonder, for as many as four 
to six people live in squatter shacks measuring 4 feet « 6 feet. 

In India I-could read the effects of flood and famine in the 
spindly legs — often crooked from rickets — of children, the hol- 
lowed eyes of the prematurely aged, and the shrunken faces and 
twisted hands of begging lepers. Unforgettable was the painful 
sight in the railroad station in Calcutta, where each day approx- 
imately 1,000 penniless, tired, and hungry refugees were, and still 
are, arriving from East Pakistan. 

Syria and Jordan have their squalid camps of dispossessed 
Arab refugees. Along the eastern borders of European nations 
the Iron Curtain fails to conceal the terrible things happening to 
thousands and millions of people. The daily exodus into West 
Berlin and the frantic escape of 140,000 Hungarian refugees into 
Austria in recent weeks are merely phases of the tragedy that has 
fallen on many millions throughout the world. 

In all of these areas Synod’s Board of World Relief, remem- 
bering the Savior’s similar ministry of love, witnesses to the love 
of Christ in the tangible forms of food, clothing, and medicines. 
The untiring labors of many of Synod’s foreign missionaries in 
the task of proper distribution of food and clothing and the impact 
of their ministry of love in making the Savior known in heathen 
lands deserve special mention. 

The Savior looks with yearning on those who sorrow and who 
are poor, hungry, cold, homeless, persecuted, He wants them 
to be comforted and helped. It is our privilege in His name to 
fulfill this yearning. 


/ 
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parish program. 


Parish Program 
Planned for Year 


THIRTY PASTORS, TEACHERS, la 
workers, and leaders of synodical dd} 
partments and national organizatio 


to 1958 in the annual meeting of t 
Co-ordinating Council at the Luthera 
Building in St. Louis on December 19} 

The Parish Activities theme for 195} 
to 1958 — “The Second Coming q@ 
Christ” — is relevant to all the work if} 
the church. The theme’s emphasis, i 
the light of the 318 New Testame 
references to “that Day,” points t@ 
present world conditions, serves as }} 
counterbalance to materialism, ang 


In his address “The King Is Co 
ing,” Dr. J. W. Behnken showed tha 
the entire Bible clearly teaches the ce 
tainty of the second coming of th 


tical use of the doctrine of the Las 
Times in the life of the local churce 
and the church at large. 


IN A DIGEST OF THE PLAN Rev. Elme 
A. Kettner related each major activit 
of boards, commissions, agencies, ang 
organizations to a forward-looking pro: 
gram in the local congregation. 

In a paper on “Working Together ir 
the Local Church,” President W. W) 
Stuenkel of Concordia College, Mil 
waukee, said that parish planning “spir 
itually extends the arm of the individua 
and the congregation. The. annua 
theme and monthly emphases of Paris 
Activities enlarge the vision of oul 
people.” 


IN A PANEL DISCUSSION Rey. Martin 
H. Sommerfeld of Springfield, IIL, 
showed that the pastor’s place is to mo- 
tivate, activate, and organize. W. W. 
Brueggemann of Immanuel School, 
Danville, Ill., said that advance plan- 
ning makes for the better use of 
people, that it aids the local church in 


leaders for a _ better congregationa 
program. Mrs. Irene Eggers, presiden 
of the ladies’ aid of St. Matthew’ 
Church, St. Louis, said: “Parish plan 
ning brings together the leaders of al 
organizations and unifies the work ¢ 
the parish under a common theme. — 
Her congregation, she mentioned, uses 
a monthly calendar and the Sunda 
bulletin to help carry out the planne 
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A NEW FILMSTRIP ENTITLED “Work- 
1g Together” tells what parish planning 
; and what benefits it gives the con- 
regation. 

About one third of the congregations 
1 Synod utilize the Parish Activities 
rogram. 

Dr. ARNOLD H. GRuMM, First Vice- 
resident of Synod, emphasized the 
ecessity of working together as a 
ynod, united in fellowship and in com- 
ion tasks, avoiding fragmentation by 
mphasizing the one program Christ 
as given to us. He suggested the fol- 
wing: (1) self-study in the congrega- 
on, (2) aiming Synod’s program at 
mgregational needs, (3) organizing 
1 horizontal levels —a unified pro- 
‘am for children, youth, adults, and 
4) submitting a unified package to the 
cal church. 

The theme for 1958—59 will be 
saved to Serve”; and for 1959—60, 
Compelling Love.” 


ynod’s Parochial School 
ystem Grows 


Enrollments in the 1,226 elementary 
hools of Synod’s congregations in 
orth America now total 125,751, 
fou, Cc. »Stellhorn, Secretary of 
hools, said. During the past year 31 
hools and 6,572 pupils were added. 
The Northern Illinois District has 
e largest number of schools — 113. 
The Michigan District gained the 
rgest number of pupils last year — 
002 in 107 schools. 

In South America 141 parochial 
hools affiliated with Synod have an 
rollment of 6,922. 


oundation Gives $103,200 
x Medical Missions 


The Wheat Ridge Foundation has 
ade $103,200 available in the past 
o years for medical mission activities, 
r. E. J. Friedrich, director, announced. 
Of this amount, $33,200 went to 
ong Kong for the Haven of Hope 
inatorium. 

Synod’s Bethesda Hospital in Ambur, 
dia, received $32,200. Most of this 
10unt has been used by the hospital’s 
berculosis unit. Ambur is the first 
unicipality in South India to take 
tive measures to combat tuberculosis 
th the help of a general hospital. 
The Missionary Board of the Synod- 
il Conference received $27,800 to 
itiate medical work among the tuber- 
lous at the Evangelical Lutheran Hos- 
tal at Eket, Nigeria. 

The remaining $10,000 was sent to 
nod to assist in the building and 
uipping of a hospital for tuberculous 
ildren at Ajiro, Japan. 
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The Epiphany season 
directs our hearts 
to missions 


JOHN W. BEHNKEN 
President of Synod 


The Wise Men connected the appearance of the “star in the 
East” with the birth of the newborn King of the Jews. Had the 
travelers heard from God’s people in Babylonian captivity: “There 
shall come a Star out of Jacob”? 

With wonderful objective, the Wise Men announced in Jeru- 
salem, “We . . . are come to worship Him.” No one else in Zion 
seemed to know about the infant Redeemer until Herod consulted 
the chief priests and scribes. Worse, no one cared. Although 
Herod “was troubled and all Jerusalem with Him,” no one was 
sufficiently interested to accompany the Wise Men to Bethlehem. 
Herod sent them on their way. 

God strengthened the faith of the Wise Men. The star “went 
before them till it came and stood over where the young Child 
was.” They saw. They worshiped. They presented gifts. 

Epiphany has been called the Christmas of the Gentiles. God 
grant that we may recognize Jesus as the Messiah who fulfilled 
all the prophecies of God. Jesus came to redeem all mankind. 
“God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself.” The 
Epiphany season directs our hearts anew to missions. It is a good 
season in which to dedicate ourselves anew to the cause of pro- 
claiming Christ’s Gospel to sin-lost, but blood-redeemed men. 

A missionary in the Orient wrote me at Christmas: “The more 
we believers see of the eternal mystery of God in Christ, and God 
Himself, the more aghast we are that nearly 2,000 years after 
the Lord’s birth two thirds of the world does not even know it 
and that the other third, which has the blessing and grace, is not 
spending all its time to make the Gospel known to the utter ends 
of the earth.” 

God grant that we may fervently pray for the conversion of 
the heathen, ask God to: send more laborers into the harvest, 
speak wholeheartedly, work diligently, and contribute liberally 
for the spread of Christ’s kingdom. 

Will you during this wonderful Epiphany season weigh the 
blessings you enjoy and thank God for them? Will you promise 
God that you will be more actively interested in missions? 


Valparaiso’s Destructive Fire 


The enormous loss Valparaiso University suffered when fire 
destroyed the old chapel-auditorium calls for decided action. Val- 
paraiso authorities wisely decided not to request a special collec- 
tion at this time. However, they plead that everyone do something 
“over and above” on the Third Sunday after Epiphany, Jan- 
uary 27, when the annual collection will be raised. Funds exceed- 
ing the $200,000 ordinarily collected will be used for the new 
building. May God move our hearts and hands! 
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Psalm 18:35: “Thy gen- 
tleness hath made me 
great.” 


THE 


Psalter 


The Art of Gentleness 


During recent months the world has 
been treated to the display of naked 
power on the part of militant nations. 
“Might makes right” is the philosophy 
of men without God. 

Far different, indeed, is the spirit of 
Christ. The psalmist caught that spirit 
and felt its power within his own life 
when he wrote, “Thy gentleness hath 
made me great.” 

It is a characteristic of the Christian 
religion that it takes all our human no- 
tions and turns them upside down. It 
reverses every earthborn ideal and 
standard of value. Thus the world 
holds that to wield authority is a mark 
of greatness. Christianity teaches that 
to show humility is a mark of greatness. 
The world believes that to acquire fame 


and fortune is the way of greatness. 


Christianity shows that to serve our 
fellow men is the way of greatness. 

Gentleness is a Christian virtue. It 
is one of the fruits of the Spirit that 
St. Paul describes in writing to the 
Galatians. It has its source in the love 
of God. It has its example in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd. 

Thus the Christian can say with the 
psalmist, “Thy gentleness hath made 
me great.” We are great because of 
what the gentleness of God has done 
for us. He has not dealt with us ac- 
cording to the severity of His justice. 
He has dealt with us according to the 
gentleness of His mercy. His gentle- 
ness forgives our sins. 

We are great also because of what 
the gentleness of God has done within 
us. His gentle Spirit has cleansed our 
heart of vain ambitions, cleansed our 
mind of impure thoughts, cleansed 
our hands of wicked deeds. He has 
made us gentle in our submission to 
God and gentle in our dealings with our 
fellow men. 

Gentleness is the Christian ideal. 
Gentleness is the Spirit’s gift. Gentle- 
ness is the art of the Christlike life. 


THOMAS COATES 


Shaan oilims 


The most important public Lutheran 
custom is the Order of Service with 
Holy Communion. It is our guide to 
the proper corporate worship of God. 

Do you wish to hear that God is at 
peace with you? The Order of Service 
will announce it to you. 

Do you desire a better knowledge of 
Christ? The Order of Service provides 
for instruction. 

Do you wish to sing the praises of 
the Most High? The Order of Service 
supplies the opportunity. 

Do you long for the fellowship of 
Jesus and of His people? The Order of 
Service will show you the way. 

Do you want to confess the Lord? 
The Order of Service affords the op- 
portunity. 


As A PRECIOUS STONE flashes _ its 
luster any way you turn it, so the 
Order of Service answers every need 
of the soul in the worship of God. 

The Lutheran worship pattern is con- 
structed like a Lutheran church build- 
ing. You come into the narthex, or 
vestibule. The nave is the main part of 
the building. Ahead lies the chancel, 
the part which surrounds the altar. The 
narthex of the Service is the Prepar- 
atory Service of Confession and Abso- 
lution. The nave of the Service is the 
preaching part. The chancel of the 
Service is the celebration of Holy Com- 
munion. 

Why is our worship pattern called 
“The Service”? Because the worshiper 
serves God and because God ministers 
to the worshiper. The two features can 
be recognized by observing the min- 
ister’s position. When he faces the al- 
tar, the congregation is about to serve 
God in adoration; when he faces the 
congregation, God is about to minister 
to the people. 


GOD MINISTERS TO US at the begin- 
ning of the Service in the Declaration 
of Grace after the confession of our 
sins. We hear the reassuring words: 
“God hath had mercy upon us and hath 
given His only Son to die for us and 
for His sake forgiveth us all our sins.” 
The declaration enables us to lay down 
our burdens at the doorway and to 
enter into God’s presence with joy. 

As the Service continues, God min- 
isters to the worshiper through His 
Word. The Epistle Lesson, which is 
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OUR PATTERN OF WORSHIP 


read first, consists of loving admoni 
tions, but such is our unworthiness that 
we often tremble at their sound. 

Comes the Gospel Lesson telling of 
Jesus; of His lowly life, with its 
glimpses of divine majesty; of His suf- 
fering, death, and resurrection. Like 
a shaft of light, the Gospel Lesson 
dispels the gloom of our unworthiness 
and envelops us with the worthiness 
of Christ. 

During the Epistle Lesson we usually} 
sit, because the Epistle is primarily in- 
struction; but at the announcement of 
the Gospel Lesson we rise in oye 
anticipation of a glad message. 

God ministers to us in the Sermon, 
which enlarges upon His Word. The! 
sermon is not independent of the rest 
of the Service but often supports the § 
thought of the Day keynoted in the} 
Introit (the opening psalm or sentence) — 
and amplified in the Gospel Lesson. In 
this way none of the glorious truths of 
God are slighted. 


| 
| 
| 


A SPECIAL MINISTRATION of God in 
the Service occurs in Holy Communion. — 
You appreciate a personalized gift. 
Holy Communion is that kind of gift. 
It personalizes the grace of God to the 
individual believer. In Holy Commun- 
ion God singles you out and confers 
upon you a_ special measure of His 
blessing. 

The Benediction is God’s final serv- 
ice. With the word “PEACE” chim-} 
ing in his ears, the worshiper departs. 
Every need of his soul has been met 
in the Order of Service with Holy 
Communion. 


| 
\ 
{ 
| 


AFTER GOD HAS GRACIOUSIY SERVED 
US, we are constrained to say, It is now 
our turn to serve Him. 

The sequence is important. Unless 
God serves us first, we cannot serve 
Him at all. False religions reverse the 
order. Like the two daughters of the 
horse leach crying “Give, Give” (Prov- 
erbs 30:15), false religions demand 
that man serve before he may be 
served. Not so Christianity, which de- 
clares, “We love Him because He first 
loved us” (1 John 4:19). — 4 

The Lutheran Order of. Service fo! 
public worship affords an outlet for 
proper service of God, as we shall learr 
from the next installment. ; 


GERHARDT MAHLER 


THE LUTHERAN WITNES 
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Close Communion — Scriptural? 


Cave men — first people? 


Pledging — without income? 


Church bazaars — solicit nonmembers? 


YWlea te AMNSWERY 


iestion: In the practice of Close 
mmunion, does your Synod rely 
anything more than Acts 2:42, 
ym. 16:17, and 1 Cor. 11:28, 29? . 


Answer: In the main, the texts you 
ote cover the situation. They indi- 
e the reasons for denying Holy Com- 
inion to certain persons: (1) adher- 
-e to false doctrine; (2) refusal to 
vent of their sins. This is particularly 
e of the third text. However, inas- 
ich as it is addressed to the individ- 
| himself, not to the pastor, it is well 
consider also Acts 20:28 and Heb. 
:17, both of which forcefully set 
th the responsibility of a pastor to- 
rd the members of his flock. Surely 
-onscientious pastor could not, as a 
resentative of Christ, give the Lord’s 
pper to one who adheres to false doc- 
1e or knowingly continues in sin. 
sh a one would not “discern the 
rd’s body,” that is, not realize that 
true body and blood of his Savior 
present in the Sacrament and that 
' this reason a thoughtless use of 
- Lord’s Supper is blasphemy, which 
ults in God’s condemnation. 

Close Communion is not a loveless 
ictice but rather a service of love, 
ich seeks the individual’s welfare. 


estion: How much should I 
dge? My husband is a nonbeliever. 
ave no income for percentage giv- 
. Could I consider the cost of 
by sitters as part of my pledge if 
could not otherwise take part in 
urch work? 


Answer: Yours is not an enviable 
ation in which to find oneself. Yet 
is not hopeless. Here are a few 
ngs which you may do: 1) Strive 
h God’s help to be a faithful Chris- 
14 spouse under all circumstances. 
rhaps that will dispose your husband 
re kindly toward your support of 
ur church. In fact, such godly con- 
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duct may even win him for the church, 
as St. Peter writes (1 Peter 3:1-6). 
2) Have a frank discussion with your 
husband concerning your allowance for 
the household, from which you might 
also take your church contributions if 
he will not grant a special allowance 
for that purpose. You may not have 
a regular income, but you have a right- 
ful share of the income of your hus- 
band. Does he appreciate the services 
which you render in your home, serv- 
ices for which he would have to pay 
dearly if he had to engage a house- 
keeper, cook, laundress, and the like? 
3) Christian love will show you a way 
to aid in the financial support of your 
church, even though you may not, 
under the circumstances, be able to 
make a definite pledge. 4) If there is 
no other way for you to render services 
to your church, there is no reason why 
you should not pay for your baby sitter 
from your allowance. Naturally you 
would want to discontinue that practice 
as soon as the situation has cleared up. 
5) Pray in season and out of season 
for your husband’s conversion. 6) Pray 
God not to permit this situation to 
wear you down and cause you to 
neglect your obligations toward Him 
in an effort to please your husband. 
Love toward God is always our first 
and foremost duty (Luke 14:26-27; 
Acts 5:29). 


Question: Does our Synod permit a 
member to solicit a store for goods 
to be sold at church bazaars? 


Answer: That is a practice which has 
occurred in the past and is probably 
occurring even now. But it is a prac- 
tice which ought to be discontinued. 
It is not good form for a Christian 
congregation to solicit help from un- 
believers or from people belonging to 
other churches. When such people at- 
tend our services voluntarily and give 
an offering, it may indeed be accepted. 
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But to ask them for donations is not 
only begging, but puts us in an embar- 
rassing position in that we would in- 
cline to feel obliged to show them fa- 
vors for services which we cannot con- 
scientiously grant them. Does anyone 
really think it consistent with the dig- 
nity of the church of Jesus Christ to 
beg the world for help? 


Question: Our teacher was unable to 
tell us whether Adam and Eve or the 
cave men and others like them were 
the first people on earth, as our his- 
tory book states. I would like to 
know which to believe. 


Answer: The Bible is very plain in 
stating that Adam and Eve were made 
on the sixth day of creation (Gen. 1:27 
to 31). Jesus confirms this statement 
in Matt. 19:4. St. Paul declares that 
God has made of one blood all nations 
of men for to dwell on all the face of 
the earth (Acts 17:26). So there can 
be no doubt as to what the Bible teaches 
on this subject. Since Adam and Eve 
were the first people, no other human 
beings were present when they were 
created. No human being could there- 
fore from his own observation tell what 
happened then. Only God can give us 
this information, and He did give it 
through Moses. Those who teach that 
the cave men and others were the first 
people therefore have no sources ex- 
cept their imagination to which they 
can refer to prove their claims. Many 
of them like to believe that the first 
people descended from apelike ances- 
tors. You keep on believing that in the 


‘beginning God made Adam and Eve 


as the first people, and if you should 
ever get a question like this in one of 
your examinations, then you answer 
what your textbook says, but add a note 
to it that you believe that God created 
the first people, namely Adam and Eve. 
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“Let the elders that rule well be 
counted worthy of double honor, espe- 
cially they who labor in the Word and 
doctrine.” 1 TimotTHy 5:17 


Members of the church owe their 
pastors an honest salary, obedience, 
and respect. The above passage speaks 
of the third point — respect. 

When a young pastor came to a new 
congregation, he told his people, “Just 
call me ‘Bill.”” This young man evi- 
dently did not realize the importance 
of his office, had a false modesty, or 
just wanted to be popular. 

It is true that pastor and people are 
equal in that they are both sinners and 
have both been redeemed by the blood 
of Christ. However, in relationship to 
each other one has been placed over 
the other. A similar relationship exists 
between Christian parents and _ their 
children. 

Writing to the congregation in Thes- 
salonica, St. Paul reminded the Chris- 
tians to esteem their pastors highly 
because “they are over you in the 
Lord and admonish you” (1 Thess. 5: 
12, 13). In Acts 20:28 God calls pas- 
tors “overseers” of the flock. Pastors 
“have the rule over you” (Heb. 13:17). 

God has thus established a definite 
relationship between members and pas- 
tors which ought to be recognized by 
both. When asked, “What do you want 
us to call you?” the minister ought to 
reply, “Call me ‘pastor,’ for that by 
the grace of God I shall try to be.” 

When God asks members to give 
their pastors “double honor,” He is 
asking for more than just addressing 
the minister of the church by a certain 
title. He is calling for a proper attitude 


| of heart. When a member says “pastor” 


over and over again, but ignores his 
spiritual advice, ridicules him behind 
his back, or speaks to him as though 
the pastor were a child, that member 
shows a wrc attitude. 

The ministers “labor in the Word 
and doctrine.” As ambassadors of God 
they call sinners to repentance,*point 
them to their eternal Savior, and com- 
fort them with the assurance of God’s 
unending love-and guidance. No won- 
der our people love their pastors and 
give them double honor. 

ARTHUR E. GRAF 
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Daily Bible Readings for January 


Adapted from “Light for Your Way,” Bible-reading selections, 


with brief thoughts and prayers, issued by the Adult Department 
of the Board for Parish Education 


1° Psalm 92 — God is wonderful. 
There is no limit to Thy love. Dur- 
ing the new year give me courage 
to expect great things from Thee. 

2° Psalm 51 — God transforms my 
life. Make me an example of joy 
in Thee. Move all Christian 
churches to do Thy will. 

3 @ Psalm 100-— God is good. Thou 
hast given me my being. May all 
children grow in Christ and serve 
Thee with gladness. 

4° Psalm 103—God’s name is love. 
I thank Thee for Thy forgiveness. 
Comfort by Thy Spirit all who are 
sick in body, mind, or spirit. 

5 ® Psalm 23-—God’s grace protects 
me. With Thee as my Shepherd, 
I fear no evil. May all mankind 
turn to Thee. 

6 ® Hebrews 11 — Faith overcomes 
doubts. Thou only canst lead to 
truth. Give strong faith to those 
who expect little from Thee. 

7 © Mark 16:14-20 — My mission. May 
Christians in all walks of life go 
and tell as the opportunity pre- 
sents itself. 

8 © Matt. 28:16-20 — My inspiration. 
Grant that Christians may despise 
no person as unfit for Thy grace, 
but bring all men to Thee. 

9 ® Jonah 1-—In Thy presence. Let 
me gladly remain in Thy presence 
and serve Thee. Stop all who run 
from their responsibilities. 

10 ® Jonah 2— My cry. Lead the self- 
righteous and the hypocrites within 
the church to know that Thine eyes 
see very deep. 

11 © Jonah 3— Turning to Thee. May 
I turn and turn again to Thee. 
Turn Thou in mercy to the wicked 
world, and forgive their sins. 

12 ® Jonah 4 — My pity. Grant that 
I may show mercy in all my social 
contacts. Give all of us pity for 
sinful man. 

13 © Romans 8 — My courage. Persuade 
me that no evil on earth, or in 
hell, can harm me. To all mission 
workers give Thy Spirit. 

14 © Rom. 9:1-18 — Divine mercy. Help 
me to grasp Thy mercy. May all 
proud men desist from relying on 
their own power. 

15 ® Rom. 9:19-33 — Living faith. Let 
me not stumble over Christ, the 
Rock. Bless all true Christian wit- 
ness in Latin America. 

16 ® Rom. 10:1-13 — Confessing Thee. 
May I confess Thee by the deeds 
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of a vibrant Christianity. Remove 
all divisions in Lutheranism. 
17 * Rom. 10:14-21 — Magnetizing me 
to Christ. May preachers, lay and 
clerical, send Thy light behind the 
Iron Curtain. 
18 © Rom. 11:1-24 — Beware of pride. 
May the members of our church 
be grateful for their heritage, but 
not selfishly proud of it. 
19 © Rom. 11:25-36 — Divine wisdom. 
May students at our colleges, sem- 
inaries, and Valparaiso know their\} 
nothingness — Thine allness. 
20 ® Psalm 42—Secure in God. Let} 
financial help be forthcoming for 
all Christians wishing to become: 
pastors and teachers. 
21 ® John 3:1-21—Truth’s core. May) 
writers and philosophers who mold 
attitudes find ultimate truth in Thy 
loving redemption. tf 
22 © John 3:22-36 — God is true. May} 
all men and women in the nation’s) 
Armed Services know their truest® 
loyalty is to Thee. 


that church members may be led¥ 
to bring their deepest sins before 
Thy throne for forgiveness. 
24 ® John 4:43-54 — Christ’s life in me. § 
Comfort all who mourn,’ giving ¥ 
them sure belief in the life that is 
everlasting. 
25 ® John 5-— Father, Son, and Spirit 
send me. May young people find 
a consuming challenge in being 
sent to a world that needs Thee 
26 ® John 6-—I belong to God. Gran 
that intellectual Christians in dan= 
ger of deserting the faith may 
recognize Thee as Wisdom. 
27 ® John 10 — Always in the company § 
of God. Look in pity on the lonely § 
aged, the lonely sick, the lonely 
dying, and the lonely faithless. 
28 ® Matt. 5:1-12 — Blessedness is all 
mine. May all Christians who are 
passive awaken to the thrill o 
a victorious faith. ; 
29 © Matt. 5:13-48 — I am a lighthouse 
May I reveal Thy light. Give ou 
pastors a good reputation in thet 
respective communities. 
30 © Matt. 6:1-15 — Alone with Goc 
Grant that all people on the 
knees, alone with Thee, may fe 
ceive the best spiritual gifts. — 
31 © Matt. 6:16-34 —I need Thee. M 


be supplied, and may they that 
Thee, the Giver. é 


Cover of Special 
WL program 
booklet 


Parents worry about their teen-agers. 
stors and congregations spend hours 
king plans to help their church 
ith. 
“Young people seem so different to- 
/,” everyone says. Family life seems 
have little meaning for our teen- 
ts. Many times they and the church 
in conflict because the teen-ager’s 
e is taken up by high school and 
nmunity activities. The family and 
church are often shortchanged by 
dern youth. 
3eginning this month and continuing 
oughout the year, 4,108 Walther 
ugue societies will have as_ their 
jor program emphasis “For Church 
1 Home.” Related topic studies, 
jects, and program materials will 
upy the attention of Synod’s young 
yple. 
-astors, parents, and the young 
yple themselves have urged the WL 
alert the church’s youth to the 
ue of the church and the home. 


Things to Do 


since Leaguers have a liking for 
jects involving their hands and 
rts, “For Church and Home” en- 
rages the young people to have 
family night” to which all parents 
1 their sons and daughters are in- 
d. 

At these family nights the discussion 
| center on varied topics, such as 


v. Alfred P. Klausler (WL) and Rev. Ken- 
h L. Ahl (Armed Services Commission), 
studying final 


h Oscar Wilson (center), 
tches for “Hey There!” 
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Walther League Program Stresses 


“For Church and Home” in 1957 


“Who Gets the Family Car?” “Mixed- 
up Dates,” and “What Makes My Folks 
Tick?” 

Leaguers and their parents will pre- 
sent skits on family life from the point 
of view of parents and teen-agers. Spe- 
cific suggestions will show the value 
of family devotions. Leaguers may also 
select a parent-of-the-month. 

On an international scale, Leaguers 
will gather a $20,000 offering to finance 
teams of Home Mission Builders. These 
teams of from four to six men will help 
construct chapels for mission congre- 
gations in various synodical Districts. 
Team members, 18 or over, will have 
some skill in carpentry, wiring, and 
concrete work. They will work without 
pay for a period of six weeks to three 
months at a given locality. This project 
may get under way next summer and 
carry over into 1958. 


The “Big M” 


Each of the 4,108 WL societies will 
be encouraged to gain members. This 
is the “Big M” or membership drive. 
More than 600 societies could double 
or triple their membership. 

The “Big M” drive also aims to gain 
unchurched young people for the King- 
dom. Leaguers are urged to carry on 
an evangelism program, much as their 
congregation’s Sunday school seeks to 
win children from unchurched homes. 

By gaining members the young 
people will increase the membership 
of the church, and they will help 
thousands of other young people to 
discover the blessings of a Christian 
home. 


Visual Aids 


Within a few months Walther Lea- 
guers will receive the filmstrip “To- 
gether,” a visual aid and discussion 
guide for their study of Christian fam- 
ily life. This filmstrip will help young 
people understand their parents. 

Two booklets, “Plain Talk to Parents 
about Teen-agers” and “Plain Talk to 
Teen-agers about Parents,” will also be 
given to Leaguers and their parents. 


The Draftee 


Many male Leaguers reaching their 
18th birthday will be liable for military 
service. To prepare the Christian young 
man for this experience, the League, 
in co-operation with Synod’s Armed 
Services Commission and the Board for 
Young People’s Work, is distributing 
a new booklet, “Hey There!” Breezily 
written and illustrated, “Hey There!” 
reminds the draftee that his church and 
his fellow Leaguers are interested in 
him; that loyalty to his church and his 
home must be uppermost in his mind. 


The Total Emphasis 
Recognizing that young people want 


‘ help from their pastors and congrega- 


tions and that they themselves desire 
to serve in their home church and in 
the development of Christian family 
life, the Walther League hopes to in- 
crease the number of family altars in 
Synod. This is the program emphasis 
for Synod’s youth during 1957. 

From this crusade for stronger Chris- 
tian families congregations and parents 
can only gain. ASP Ake 


H. Dixon Hemma of WL staff explains family-devotion chart to 
League leaders John Fischer (Iowa), Charles Cowenhoven(N.Y.), 
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Lawson Knight (Fla.), and Mary Kirkpatrick (Pa.). 
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The auditorium’s walls were battered inward to avert danger 


Remember Valparaiso University 


on the Third Sunday After the Epiphany 


Some 5,000 congregations of the Missouri Synod on 
Sunday, January 27, will worship the Savior-King, whose 
birth was revealed to the Wise Men by the light of 
a star in Eastern skies. 

On this Third Sunday after the Epiphany many 
congregations of Synod will also remember with a special 
offering their Lutheran university in Valparaiso, which 
on November 27 lit up a wintry Indiana sky when fire 
suddenly erupted from the school’s chapel-auditorium. 

It is largely through the annual congregational offer- 
ing that the university has financed its current operations. 
The 1957 collection will again serve this purpose. 

The recent disaster, however, has created the im- 
mediate and acute need for a new administration-class- 
room building. Officials of the university hope that the 
regular January collection will provide sufficient funds 
for current operations and for the replacement of facili- 
ties destroyed by fire. 

‘The former auditorium housed administrative offices, 
three major classrooms, and the chapel. Now business 
activities are being carried on in a dormitory basement; 
the displaced classes, in the Valparaiso Union social 
rooms; and daily chapel services, in the gymnasium. 


Students formed another “book line” to return books evacuated from the library 
on the night of the fire 


Experts salvaged vital records from main vaul 


Writing in the Campus Commentary, Valparaiso U’s 
president, Dr. O. P. Kretzmann, lauded the “spirit 
devotion, and intelligence” of the student body durin 
the fire. They saved the library, he said, by organizin, 
a “book line.” 

On the night of the fire, Dr. Kretzmann added, the 
students stood in icy waters for hours, holding hoses 
Members of the student body “climbed on roofs t¢ 
extinguish flying sparks with towels and their two feet 
Their work was a magnificent demonstration of whaf 
we call ‘the Valpo spirit?—a very real and a very 
good thing.” 

“And so,” he concluded, “my appeal for your help 
in the congregational offering now has suddenly become 
very urgent. Please let me make one thing very 
clear: While the funds from our congregational collec 
tion {January 27] are marked for current operations, 
any appreciable increase will enable the Board of Trus- 
tees to use the additional funds for our new building.” 

Synod’s Board of Directors, recognizing Valparaist 
University’s critical need, wholeheartedly endorsed thi 
school’s plea for a generous offering to meet the costs 
of a new building as well as current operations. 
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Dr. Kretzmann looked 
at “the dying flames” 


THE LUTHERAN WITNE 
fee 


sher: Concordia Publishing House 


SAB Songs 


)96. Many Shall Come from the East 
ind West. By Jan Bender. Mat- 
hew 8:11,12. 20 cents. 


descriptive number of five pages. 
be sung a cappella as the organ sim- 
lays the notes of the voice parts. 


97. When I Survey the Wondrous 
Cross. By Melchior Vulpius. 16 cents. 


the natural rise and fall of the 

ly, an appropriate text has been 
1. A cappella. Suitable for Lent or 
al use. Also available for SATB, 
1H1094. 


00. In the Midst of Earthly Life. 
setting by Walter Hennig. 20 cents. 


Luther’s great hymn Mitten wir im 
1 sind Hennig, contemporary com- 
, has added an easy and excellent set- 
the baritone intoning the cantus fir- 
A cappella. Suitable for Lent, last 
iy of the church year, or general use. 


Three-Part Songs 
By HEALEY WILLAN 


19. Holy, Holy, Holy Is the Lord 
»f Hosts. 16 cents. 


piring text and music, the organ ad- 
an excellent support. The bass is 
ally interesting. 


21. Angels, Roll the Rock Away. 
6 cents. 


*m by Thomas Scott. Three stanzas. 
_Orientis partibus. A descant added 
> melody of the third stanza mounts 
jubilant ending. 


23. There Is a Green Hill Far Away. 
8 cents. 


s. Cecil Alexander’s hymn to the tune 
ey is a favorite Lenten song. The 
‘ranzas have four different settings, all 
7m easy. Organ accompaniment. 


Four-Part Songs 


74. Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis. 
‘aux-bourdons by S. Drummond 
Nolff. 25 cents. 


> note on page 2 is worth considering. 
‘cellent variation of the familiar texts. 
1 studying. 


85. Man Shall Not Live by Bread 
dione. By Rudolf Moser. Matthew 
1:4. 20 cents. 


It on two fugato themes and closing 
1 sevenfold Amen, a solid tonal struc- 
s easily discernible. A cappella. Not 
iit. — Also available for unison voice, 
‘H1032. 


94. When I Survey the Wondrous 
‘ross. By Melchior Vulpius. Edited 
aul Bunjes. 16 cents. 


od choral number. Perferably a cap- 
Easy. — Also available for SAB. 
1097. : 
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CH1092. Thou Goest to Jerusalem. By 
Melchior Franck. Edited by Paul 
Bunjes. 18 cents. 


Excellent music for any time during 
Lent, best suited for Quinquagesima Sun- 
day or Ash Wednesday. 


CH1101. Rejoice Ye With Jerusalem. By 
Everett Titcomb. 20 cents. 


Everett Titcomb writes modern and ex- 
cellent church music. Best suited for the 


fourth Sunday in Lent, Laetare (Rejoice) 
Sunday. Preferably unaccompanied. Usu- 
ally his music progresses steadily with a 
big, sweeping movement. 

WALTER WISMAR 


Meditations from “Portals of Prayer.” 
Concordia Publishing House. 377 
pages. $2.50. 


It was a happy thought of the publisher 
to select 377 choice meditations from the 
more than 7,000 daily devotions in the 
popular “Portals of Prayer” series. Bound 
in durable cloth, in easy-to-read type, with 
a meditation for each day of the year, this 
collection will prove to be of lasting value. 
Excellent for gift purposes. 


Luther’s Works. Vol. 13 (Selected Psalms 
II). Concordia Publishing House. 
451 pages. $5.00. 


The third volume of the projected 55- 
volume edition of Luther’s Works in Eng- 
lish, containing explanations of Psalms 68, 
82, 90, 101, 110, 111, 112. In a Lutheran 
periodical it is hardly necessary to stress 
the value of Luther’s works. Next to the 
holy men of God who wrote the Bible, 
Luther is the most important writer for 
the church. A masterful interpreter, he 
leads the reader into the Bible. 

Ralph L. Keiper, professor of Greek at 
the Philadelphia Bible Institute, says of 
Volume XXI: “To read these sermons is 
a pleasure, to study them is a blessing, to 
meditate upon them is to be carried to the 
throne of grace.” 

Luther’s popular, rugged style, aptly re- 
produced in the translation, reveals the 
heroic faith and strong character of the 
great Reformer. A reading of this volume 
will deepen one’s understanding of the 
psalms and prove a rich source of com- 
fort. No Lutheran home can afford to 
be without this book. Every congregation 
ought to place on the shelves of the city 
or town library each volume of Luther’s 
Works as it appears. 


See District Editions 
for more complete obituaries 


Oscar A. Baumann, July 28, 1891, Jack- 
son, Wis., to Oct. 5, 1956, Cleveland, 
Ohio; son of Rev. Carl and Minnie Grob 
Baumann; graduated Seward Teachers 
College, 1913; schools: Freeport, Ill; and 
Cleveland (1919—50). 

Funeral: Oct. 9, Cleveland. 
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Arthur C, Thober, Oct. 6, 1890, Buffalo, 
N. Y., to Oct. 30, 1956, Toledo, Ohio; son 
of Charles and Mary Thober; graduated 
Springfield Seminary, 1914; parishes: Un- 
derwood, N. Dak.; Cove, Md.; and El- 
more, Ohio (1923—S6). 

Survivors: Anna Muntz Thober; sons 
William, Herbert, Eugene; daughter Lois. 

Funeral: Elmore. 


William J. Lankow, March 8, 1874, 
Fond du Lac, Wis., to Nov. 22, 1956, San 
Bernardino, Calif.; son of Joachim and 
Wilhelmine Naatz Lankow; graduated 
Springfield Seminary, 1898; parishes: 
Tacoma, Wash.; Salt Lake City, Utah; 
Santa Ana, Calif.; and San Bernardino 
(191440); former Vice-President of the 
Southern California District. 

Survivors: sons Rev. Martin, Arnold. 

Funeral: Nov. 26, San Bernardino; in- 
terment, Mount View Cemetery. 


Frederick W. Haack, May 8, 1917, She- 
boygan, Wis., to Nov. 25, 1956, Danville, 
Ill.; son of Otto and Helen Najacht Haack; 
graduated River Forest Teachers College, 
1941; schools: South Chicago and Dan- 
ville, Il. 

Survivors: Lillian Wagner Haack; chil- 
dren: Loren, Pamela, Roger, Randy. 

Funeral: Nov. 28, Danville; interment, 
Lutheran Cemetery. 


Arthur W. Hinz, June 24, 1890, Tona- 
wanda, N. Y., to Nov. 29, 1956, Cleve- 
land, Ohio; son of Theodore and Emma 
Hinz; graduated St. Louis Seminary, 1912; 


parishes: Mahnomen, Minn.; Decatur, 
Ind.; and Cleveland (1926—1956). 
Survivors: sons Theodore, Luther; 


daughter Margaret. 
Funeral: Dec. 3, Cleveland; interment, 
Lutheran Cemetery. 


John F. Gnuse, April 25, 1875, Arling- 
ton, Nebr., to Dec. 5, 1956, Omaha, Nebr.; 
son of William and Sophie Grelle Gnuse; 
graduated Addison Teachers Seminary, 
1901; teacher at Waco, Nebr.; superin- 
tendent, Children’s Home, Fremont, Nebr. 

Survivors: Frieda Hallerberg Gnuse; 
sons Rev. Waldemar, Edmund; daughters 
Mrs. Paul Herpolsheimer, Mrs. Clarence 
Nelson. 

Funeral: Dec. 8, Fremont; interment, 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Cemetery, Arlington. 


Herman J. Dubbe, Jan. 12, 1889, Hart- 
ford, S. Dak., to Dec. 6, 1956, Fort Dodge, 
Iowa; son of Fred and Marie Wiese 
Dubbe; graduated Springfield Seminary, 
1916; parishes: Grandview and Roblyn, 
Man., Can.; Milford, Nebr.; Algona, Iowa; 
Vincent, Iowa; Quinn, Creighton, New 
Underwood and Wall, S. Dak.; Bonners 
Ferry, Idaho; Clarks Creek, Kans.; and 
Fairland, Okla. 

Survivors: Auguste Wegner 
daughters Mrs. Wayne Lacock, 
Melvin Mandelko, and Miriam. 

Funeral: Dec. 10, Fort Dodge; inter- 
ment in St. Paul’s Cemetery. 


Dubbe; 
Mrs. 


' Emil H. Quast, Sept. 29, 1889, Lester 
Prairie, Minn., to Dec. 7, 1956, St. Louis 
Park, Minn.; son of Julius and Emilie 
Wohlfeil Quast; graduated St. Louis Sem- 
inary, 1912; parishes: Brampton, N. Dak.; 
Britton, S. Dak.; Rolla, N. Dak.; Venus, 
Nebr.; and Montevideo, Minn. 

Survivors: Lillian Martin Quast; sons 
Martin, Eugene; daughters Mrs. Louis 
Pritchert, Mrs. Gordon Bosse, Mrs. LeRoy 
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Brown, Mrs. Forest Stanford, Mrs. Wilmer 
Hall, Mrs. Arnold Pierce. 

Funeral: Dec. 11, Lester Prairie; inter- 
ment, Lutheran Cemetery. 


Hermann M. Bauer, Nov. 25, 1900, 
Goodland, Ind., to Dec. 7, 1956, Yankton, 
S. Dak.; son of Rev. Gottlieb and Eliza- 
beth Walther Bauer; graduated Springfield 
Seminary, 1924; parishes: Harrold, Leola, 
Long Lake, Agar, and Gettysburg, S. Dak.; 
Chicago and Belvidere, Ill.; Menno, 
S. Dak.; chaplain, U.S. Army, 1941—45. 

Survivors: Louise Winckler Bauer; sons 
Rev. Luther, Hermann, Louis; daughter 
Carolyn. 

Funeral: Dec. 11, Menno; committal, 
with military honors, Menno Cemetery. 


Adolf F. Schlifke, Aug 3, 1892, Buffalo, 
N. Y., to Dec. 7, 1956, Woodland, Ind.; 
son of Ferdinand and Charlotte Lange 
Schlifke; graduated St. Louis Seminary, 
1916; parishes: Queens, Long Island, 
N. Y.; Festus, Mo.; and Woodland, Ind. 
(1918—21, 1925—56). 

Survivors: Florence Gerding Schlifke; 
sons Herbert, Arthur. 

Funeral: Dec. 11, Woodland; interment, 
Concordia Cemetery, Fort Wayne, Ind. 


Paul H. Riedel, Jan. 30, 1921, Winnipeg, 
Man., Can., to Dec. 22, 1956, St. Louis, 
Mo.; son of Prof. M. Walter and Anna 
Duerr Riedel; graduated St. Louis Semi- 
nary, 1947; studied, U. of Chicago, M. A., 
1947; pastor, Church of the Savior, 
Paramus, N.J.; instructor in philosophy, 
St. Louis Seminary, 1956. 

Survivors: Davida Blake Riedel; chil- 
dren Marrianne, Matthew. 


Funeral: Dec. 23, memorial service, 
St. Louis; Dec. 28, funeral service and 
committal, Paramus. 


Rev. Enrique Jauck of Montevideo, 
Uruguay, died suddenly of a heart attack 
Dec. 5. Funeral services were conducted 
IDE Ths 
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Ordinations and Installations 


CANDIDATES 


Ordained and Installed: 


Bergt, Robert R., assistant pastor, Trinity, 
Alton, Ill., by Alfred A. Bergt, Dec. 2. 


Installed: PASTORS 


Boriack, Louis G., Trinity, Iowa Park, Tex., 
by H. R. Frerking, Dec. 2. 

Buelow, Julius E., St. John, Webster, Minn., 
by Pres. H. A. Gamber, Dec. 2. 

Dumas, P. C., missionary at large for Michi- 
gan District, Berea Church, Detroit, Mich., 
by V. R. Schreiber, July 1. 

Hartman, Omer L., St. Peter, Brownstown, 
Ind., by Victor A. Mack, Dec. 2. 

Heimgartner, Robert H., Holy Cross, Golden; 
St. Paul, Bowen, Ill., by Roland W. Going, 
Dec. 2. 

Hoffmann, George W., Jr., Calvary, Yuma, 
Ariz., by G. R. Mackensen, Dec. 9. 

Krahn, Walter F., Trinity, Neudorf; Re- 
deemer, near Neudorf, Sask., Can., by 
Daniel Lentz, Dec. 2. 

Lohrke, Waldemar C., St. Paul, Osseo, Minn., 
by William H. Sutterer, Dec. 2. 

Lucht, Dr. John H., Zion, R.1, Fremont, Wis., 
by A. E.*Wolkenhauer, Dec. 2. 

Luecht, Norman, St. James, Marion, Ind., by 
Otto R. Schlegelmilch, Nov. 18. 

Meyer, Arthur W., assistant pastor, Trinity, 
St. Joseph, Mich., by Walter C. Meyer, 
Dec. 9. 

Meyer, Harley E., assistant pastor, Mount 
slye: Milwaukee, Wis., by Herbert Berner, 

ec. 2. 
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Mommens, August, Immanuel, Arapahoe; Our 
Redeemer, Elwood, Nebr., by Joseph F. 
Gerken, Nov. 25. 

Oesch, Eugene, Memorial, Houston, Tex., by 
W. M. Schreiner, Dec. 2. 

Pieper, John W., assistant pastor, The Lu- 
theran Church of the Redeemer, St. Paul, 
Minn., by R. W. Langhans, Dec. 2. 

Schultz, Wilmer A., Peace, Claremont, Minn., 
by H. K. Scharlemann; St. John, near Clare- 
mont, Minn., by W. C. Hilpert, Dec. 9. 

Schwab, Adolph G., Zion, Crookston, Nebr., 
by Walter Hartmann, Dec. 2. 

Szegedin, Andrew, Sr., Immanuel, Hereford, 
Tex., by Herbert F. Peiman, Nov. 25. 

Stern, Estevan, in the congregations at Dar- 
regueira’ and Bordenave, Buenos Aijres, 
July 9; in the congregation at Rivera, 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, S.A., by G. O. 
Kramer, Aug. 12. 

Suelflow, Edwin S., Grace, Franklin, Nebr., 
by F. C. Weisenborn, Nov. 11. 

Uhles, Paul F., St. John, Hamilton, Tex., by 
Adolf H. Hoyer, Dec. 2. 

Vetter, Donald, Faith, La Crosse, Wis., by 
Carl F. Selle, Dec. 9. 

Wenger, Arnold E., St. John, Garfield Heights, 
Ohio, by Harry C. Weidner, Dec. 9. 

Werling, Dale, Grace, Muncie, Ind., by Otto 
R. Schlegelmilch, Dec. 2. 

Zuberbier, Adolph A., St. John, Trosky, Minn., 
by R. L. Bode, Dec. 2. 


Commissioned: 


Sampson, Marlin, as missionary to the deaf 
in the Oklahoma Field, in Zion Church, 
Oklahoma City, Okla., by Dr. John L. 
Salvner, Dec. 2. 


Installed: TEACHERS 
Bauer, Donald, Central Lutheran School, 
St. Paul, Minn., by R. W. Langhans, Oct. 7. 
Ullrich, A. Edwin, Trinity, Fort Lauderdale, 
Fla., by Dean B. Kasischke, Sept. 16. 


Official Notices 


Rev. Paul Schwan has been appointed Vis- 
itor to succeed Rev. Norman Luecht, who 
moved to a new field of labor. 


Rev. Earl C. Grugel has been appointed 
Visitor to succeed Rev. Walter Pohl, who 
asked to be relieved of the duties of the 
visitorship. — Orromar KrvueEcer, President, 
Central District. 


Rev. C. R. Baron has been appointed Visitor 
of the Assiniboine Circuit to succeed Dr. J. H 
Lucht, who has accepted a call into another 
District. —L. W. KorH er, President, Mani- 
toba and Saskatchewan District. 


The Colloquy Committee of Concordia 
Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., consisting 
of President Paul A. Zimmerman, Dean L. G. 
Bickel, Dr. Raymond Surburg, and Prof. C. T. 
Brandhorst, hereby declares that Arthur Jan- 
sen of Austin, Tex., has met all requirements 
set for him and has successfully completed a 


colloquy and is, therefore, eligible for a call. 


into the teaching ministry of the church. — 
L. G. BIcKEL. 


Election Result 


Prof. Ernest F. Scaer has accepted the call 
to the presidency of California Concordia Col- 
lege, Oakland, Calif. — Paut HucHTHAUSEN, 
Secretary, Board of Control. 


Calls for Nominations 


The Board of Control at ConcorpIia COLLEGE 
In AusTIN, Tex., with the approval of the 
Board for Higher Education, hereby issues an 
invitation to the congregations of Synod to 
nominate candidates for an associate profes- 


_sorship in education. 


Any nominee should possess the following 
qualifications: 


a. Be a graduate of a synodical teachers 
college or theological seminary; 


b. Have extensive experience as a teacher 
and as an administrator in the elemen- 
tary schools of Synod; 


c. Have a Master’s degree with a major 
emphasis in education; 


d. Wholeheartedly accept the objectives of 
Synod’s program of elementary and 
higher education. 


Within 45 days after the appearance of this 
notice the names of the nominees as well as 
any statement regarding their qualifications 
should be sent to the President’s Office, Con- 
cordia College, 3400 East Ave., Austin Tex. — 
Ex_mer Gast, Secretary, Board of Control. 


The Board of Control of Concorpia TEACcH- 


ERS COLLEGE, SEWARD, NesBR., with the consent 
of the Board for Higher Education, herewith 
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issues a call for nominations for the fo 
ing positions: associate professorship in 
ence, associate professorship in English, 
sociate professorship in education. { 

Candidates must possess the necessary q 
ifications to meet the spiritual and acade 
requirements of our Synod and standard# 
the North Central Association of Colleges 
Secondary Schools. 

Nominations must be submitted by 
ruary 15. They should be addressed to O 
Wik, Secretary, Board of Control, Conco 
Teachers College, Seward, Nebr. 


Wanted 


Jeep station wagon for missionary i 
Salvador. Write Rev. H. A. Orr, Secre 
for Latin-American Missions, 210 N. Br 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Used Communion ware for Hope Luth 
Church, new mission in Fort Garry, 
toba. — Rev. THomMAs PFOTENHAUER, 1402 P 
bina Hwy., Fort Garry, Manitoba, Canada 


Surplus or unused copies of choir m 
for mission churches in Madison area. 
thems, cantatas, anything. Write: Davm L 
Calvary Lutheran Chapel and Student Ce 
713 State St., Madison, Wis. 


Social worker (full graduate training 
sirable) to undertake needed modernizal 


tary, Lutheran Association for Works 
Mercy, 670 Baker St., W. Roxbury, Mass 


_ To purchase copies of the official Proc 
ings of The Lutheran Church — Miss 
Synod conventions from 1847 to 1938 inclus 
except the 1929 Proceedings. Also intere 
in District Proceedings up to 1900, Lehre 
Wehre, and Theological Quarterly. If abl 
supply any of these, write: Rev. A. T. Kr 
MANN, 418 Cass St., Crete, IIl. 


Available 


Thirty or sixty solid-oak pews of mis 
laneous lengths at low price for loading 
hauling. For details write Cuas. H. Por 
1524 Park Ave., Bay City, Mich. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Boedecker, Robert C., 905 S. Elm Grove 
Milwaukee 14, Wis. 

Bolin, Richard L., Adell, Wis. 

Cook, Walter, em., R. 4, 
Independence, Kans. 

Daib, Walter C., 42—21 74th St., 
Elmhurst 73, N. Y. 

Hamp, Robert, 302 S. First, Austin, Mi 

Kieninger, Elmer C., 1539 Delia Ave., 
Akron 20, Ohio 

Koehneke, Paul A., 212 E. Central Blvd. 
Kewanee, I[Il. 

Langer, Paul G., 208 Elmira St., S. W., 
Apt. 429, Washington 24, D.C. 

Markgraf, Orville H., 715 N. First Ave., 
Grand Rapids, Minn. 

Mattil, Frederick A., 1001 Broodside Dr. 
Gadsden, Ala. 

Schmidt, Daryl, 607 N. 31st, 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 

Schoech, Joseph W., em., 6731 Plainvie 
St. Louis 9, Mo. 

Schuett, Howard G., Spearfish, S. Dak. 

Strelow, Julius L., 72 S. 18th St., 
Pittsburgh 3, Pa. 

Thies, Siegmund, 502 E. Myrtle St., 
Hanford, Calif. , 

Wedel, Karl, em., 401 E. Bellview, 
Menomonee Falls, Wis. 


Teacher: 


Nitz, Robert E., 2326 Prince, 
Berkeley 5, Calif. 


Notice 


Articles, church news, announce 
ments, obituaries, intended for publica 
tion in the LuTHERAN Wrrness, books 
for review, and general correspondence 
should be addressed to the Wirness Of- 
fice, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis 
18, Mo. 


Reports of ordinations, installations, 
dedications, anniversaries, and cha 
of address of pastors and _ teacher 
should be sent to the Statistical Bureau, 
Lutheran Building, 210 North Broad+ 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo.. 


Letters 


low Old Is the Earth?’ 


-rofessor Klotz’s article in the WITNESS 
December 4 seems to be the acme of 
tion. Certainly we should not say that 
’ and all who theorize on the age of the 
th are “deliberate agents of Satan,” but, 
>e assumptions of its great age trouble 
believer of the Bible’s account of 
ation, one may well wonder how 
ch Satan is involved. 
cience, by derivation, means knowl- 
e; if Christians do not challenge such 
culative theories, who will furnish that 
verbial grain of salt? 
agans have believed the world is 
nal, and speculations into millions and 
ions of years constitute a similar be- 
. Further, almost all geology is based 
the theory of evolution. If it were based 
the theory of a creator, the Biblical 
ount would seem reasonable enough 
n though deterioration and accumula- 
| point to a longer time. For if we 
>pt that God created time and the 
s of nature, who is to deny Him the 
ity to be above both? And why should 
not have endowed matter with its in- 
dual characteristics without waiting 
time to deteriorate and pile up? 


sea, Oreg. ARNOLD G. ENGEL 


How Old Is the Earth?” written by 
fessor Klotz is a masterpiece. 


parta, N. J. HENRY A. DAHLEN 


hank you for the article “How Old Is 
Earth?” in the December 4 WITNEss. 
Klotz takes a very sane and Scriptural 
roach to this difficult problem, and 
m confident that your publishing this 
cle will benefit many. 
WALTER M. WANGERIN 

dmonton, Alta. 


2zeply Concerned” 


his letter refers to an editorial in the 
ember 6, 1956, issue: “The Polls Close 
anuary.” In that article you give aid 
comfort to the wealthy, who should 
$10 or more extra every month. 
| you burden the conscience of the 
secrated Christian who is not in a 
tion to give that extra dollar each 
th. They are thereby not voting 
nst the expansion of the Lord’s 
dom. 
sus commended the widow, because 
gave of her “substance,” although the 
was small. The rich gave large 
s, but it was of their surplus. The 
1 wants “the first fruits,’ not what is 
over. 
he Bible teaches that we should give 
God has prospered us.” The moti- 
DM is: “Ye are redeemed.” The 
unt is to be sacrificial. 
gain, the Lord says: “Render unto 
sar the things that are Caesar’s and 
» God the things that are God’s.” Am 
ing too far when I say: The Govern- 
t demands about 10 per cent of my 
me, but demands a larger per cent of 
yeyond a certain amount. Dare I con- 
* my obligation to God less im- 
t than that to my government? 
is, in my opinion, nothing legalistic 
t such an approach. 
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Letters to this department must be signed. Names will 
are not necessarily those of the Editors, 


Let me assure you that we are deeply 
concerned about the great work that the 
Lord is pleased to permit us to perform. 


Bettendorf, lowa O. SCHUMACHER 


Note: The editorial restricted the voting 
to Synod’s “pay-as-we-go” policy. Pastor 
Schumacher’s comments nevertheless de- 
serve serious consideration. 


Questions Quotes 


It is easy to understand how people 
who are evidently non-Lutherans can 
make false statements about Luther as 
Messrs. Faunce and Treadwell do in 
“Loose Leaves” [quotation from This Day] 
of your October 23 issue: — “America is 
the only land where the principles of 
Luther have penetrated the entire social 
order” and “Principles of . . . Luther are 
the fundamental principles of our Ameri- 
can Republic.” But when the official 
magazine of a Luther-conscious Lutheran 
church quotes these statements approvy- 
ingly, then it is difficult to understand. 

“The Lutheran principles” referred to 
by these men are scarcely the principles 
which Lutherans consider basic, e. g., 
Scripture alone, faith alone, and grace 
alone. It is a valid conjecture that the 


Forty-third 


be withheld upon request. The opinions expressed 
who may reject, print in full, or omit matter not pertinent, 


American principles referred to by these 
men are some principles of “freedom” and 
that the counterpart they see in Luther is 
a principle drawn from the Reformer’s 
struggle for freedom in his faith. 
EpDWarD H. SCHROEDER 
Hamburg, Germany 


Wants an “Occasional Barb” 


What has happened to the editorial 
policy of the WitNEss? Up until about 
three years ago we would find an occa- 
sional article giving an insight into Rome’s 
aims and purposes. 

During the previous years a word of 
warning was often directed to our 
precious young people explaining the 
dangers and pitfalls of mixed marriages, 
how Rome demanded the unborn of these 
unions, and other important information. 

Has our Lutheranism reached the point 
of perfection where we do not need an 
occasional barb to jolt us out of our com- 
placency? Or has our “Fourth Religious 
Faith” immunized us to all danger? Or 
has the leopard changed his spots? 

Petersburg, Mich. L. E. Dart 


Note: Evidently the “Witness” barbs 
were not sharp enough. 


Convention 


of The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod, held at St. Paul, Minn. 
June 20—30, 1956 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 


Registration and Housing 
Exhibits and Displays 
Concerts, Choirs, and Music 
Public Relations and Publicity 


Miscellaneous 
Receipts 


$ 5,934.00 $ 
4,320.00 
ALVIS) 
556.80 


Disbursements 
(Gross) 


647.53 
ZO lila l 
4,182.15 
2,376.92 


Auditorium Rentals and Labor, Equipment, and 


General Administration 


2,696.42 12,873.52 


Collection at Centennial Rally — to Concordia Dor- 


mitory Fund in Full 
Collection at Opening Service 
Collection at Communion Service 


Total for Convention 


1,609.13 
1,153.26 
688.37 


$19,879.33 


1,609.13 


$24,506.46 


Deduct: Miscellaneous Receipts from Disburse- 


Net Cost of Convention 
Paid by Synodical Districts 


Paid by Entertaining Congregations 


District) 


Surplus 
Surplus Distribution: 


19,879.33 
$ 4,627.13 


5,987.99 
(Minnesota 


1,000.00 6,987.99 


$ 2,360.86 


The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod (Syn- 


odical Budget) 


The Minnesota District 


Church — Missouri Synod 


Dormitory Fund) —. 


of The 


1,180.43 
Lutheran 
(Concordia 
Pmt weet 180.43 2,360.86 


CERTIFICATE OF AUDIT 
Having made an examination and analysis of the canceled checks, bank state- 


ments, and vouchers furnished by Mr. Paul C. 


Albrecht, Treasurer of the St. Paul 


Convention Committee, I hereby certify that, in my opinion, the above statement of 
Receipts and Disbursements truly reflects the financial operations of the Forty-third 


Convention held in St. Paul. 
St. Louis, Mo., December 13, 1956 
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A. W. Huge, Controller's Office 
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a friend. 


When the Lights Are Low 


By Henry Rische 


The fifteen chapters of this book deal with 
many situations that crop up in human experi- 
ences when the lights are low. Each chapter holds 
a candle, so to speak, to light the way. 

For days of stress and strain, WHEN THE 
LIGHTS ARE LOW will bring deep spiritual 
satisfaction. The book is bound in colorful, de 
luxe patterned binding. The outside as well as 
the inside breathe quality and book craftsman- 
ship. Makes a highly appropriate gift for birth- 
days, as a thank-you, for anniversaries, as a sur- 
prise token of affection — whenever a friend needs 


Order No. 15W1808 
Cloth. Approx. 200 pages. $2.50 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 
3558 S. Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis 18, Missouri 


Please send me: 


_.. 15W1791, THE CROSS AND THE COMMON MAN, by H. W. Gockel @ $2.00 
_.. 15W1808, WHEN THE LIGHTS ARE LOW, by Henry Rische @ $2.50 
_..... 6W1052, THE MIND AT EASE, by Alfred Doerffler @ $1.00 
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The Cross 


and the Common Man 


By H. W. Gockel 
Director of “This Is the Life” 
TV’s most popular inspirational program 


“This kind of volume is a heartening experience | 
read. I wish that our pastors and lay people who a 
trying to share their faith with non-religious peop 
could make use of the simple approach that Gock 
employs here.” — Wilson G. Egbert for the Wartb 
Press. 

“The subject is superbly developed and yet w 
the utmost simplicity. It is written in such a way as 
make the reader want to read the book all the w 
through without stopping, which is indeed unusual 
a theological book.” — James W. Clark for the Broa 
man Press. 

“The most successful approach I have read to t 
problem of making profoundest theology crystal clea 
— Daniel Poling, Editor, The Christian Herald. 
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The Mind at Ease 


By Alfred Doerffler 


From Psalms, the best-loved book of 
the Old Testament, Pastor Doerfller culls 
67 Scripture texts especially able to still ° 
the anxiety of the troubled conscience. 

With powerful applications from 
Scripture the author treats worry and 
guilt by using the experiences of great 
men of God who knew the meaning of 
forgiveness because they knew the hell 
of sin. For the peace of mind that only 
a right understanding of God’s Word can — 
give, 
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